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[Tepiinyn :
Hewasbornin Trebizond in 1815. He became ateacher and for years served as the director of the "Frontistirion" of Trebizond, of the "Evangeliki"
School of Smyrna and of the Merchant School of Chalki. He was distinguished as an author of pedagogic works.

Tomog ka1 Xpovog I'évvnong
1815, Trebizond

Tomog ko Xpovog Oavatov
1887, Athens

Kopia [616m100

Philologist, teacher

1. Studies and educational activity

The philologist and distinguished teacher K onstantinos Xanthopoulos was born in Trebizond in 1815. We have no information about
his family. We know he was one of the students of the "Frontistirion” of Trebizond for some years. In 1840 the community financed his
gymnasium studies in Athens, where he remained for four years. After his return in 1844 he was assigned with the direction of the
Frontistirion, which was about to function in the building recently built at the expenses of the community. In 1849 he went to Germany
to complete his studies. When he returned to Trebizond three years later, he was again appointed as the director of the Frontistirion. In
the middle of the school year, however, he was forced to resign due to the intra-communal quarrels which divided the inhabitants of

Trebizond during that period into two partiest and caused malfunctions to the Frontistirion, due to the factionalism inside its board.
Xanthopoulos was hired as a teacher in the Merchant School of Chalki, the director of which he replaced during the school year
1855-1856. In the next year he left for Athens once again, where along with C. Vaphas and Th. loannidis they founded alyceum, in
which he taught until 1860. Then he was hired by the Greek community of Smyrna as the director of the "Evangeliki” School. He
maintained this position in alteration with the direction of the Merchant School of Chalki, until 1883, when he assumed the direction of
the Frontistirion of Trebizond for the third time, aiming in upgrading it into a complete gymnasium. Two years later he finally settled in
Athens, where during the school year of 1885-1886 he taught at the Arsakeion School for Girls. He died in Athensin 1887.

The value of his educational activity was recognized even by his opponent, Periklis Triantafyllidis, who admitted that X anthopoul os
“changed the method and the order in the school [the Frontistirion of Trebizond] in the most modern and upgraded manner”?.
Epameinondas Kyriakidis underlined with emphasis his great and generally recognized value.® He particularly focused on the elements
of Xanthopoulos' activity which approached the model of the era for a nationally oriented scholar activity: pedagogic offer, scientific

formation, concern for the promotion of anational intelligentsia.

2. Works

Apart from the study Songs of the lands around Trebizond and a few wor ds about Trebizond, which he published in 1849 in the
Philologikos Synekdimos inaugurating the collection of Pontic folkloric and linguistic material, the rich written work of Xanthopoulos
had mostly ainstructive and pedagogic character. In the instructive circle belong the following: Chronology of ancient history
(Athens 1857), Kriiger’s simple book of syntax of the Athenian dialect (Athens 1857) and Greek thematography (Athens
1858), Greek chrestomathy (3 volumes, Athens 1859), Greek history (3 volumes) and Greek history for everyone (Smyrna
1863), as well as a versed and analysis of Prometheus bound.* The earliest work of the pedagogic circle, afield in which
Xanthopoulos was distinguished, is the Pedagogic teaching (Chalki 1854), which attracted the attention of the educational
community and caused many discussions. Thinking that he did not become clear enough, he tried to make his views plainer in a second
work under the title Epistles about the teaching of the Greek language (1885). In these works X anthopoul os developed new
pedagogic principles for the teaching of the ancient Greek language, based on the opinion that “the Greek language has agreat and a
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prevalent pedagogic power, since it excels all other languages”.> The author also believed that the “prevailing teaching of the Greek
language and in general the contemporary school does not create citizens for the fatherland, but in the best case it forms and educates
people to be useful to society. But a state and a good government and a Greek future do not exist without men citizens, without a

single nation formed among the many”.® In 1873 he published in Athens the work About elementary and middle education and
about raising and educating the girls. His most famous work was the Teaching of the Greek language in the elementary and
high schools and gymnasiums of Greece, which was awarded and published in 1875 by the “Society for the diffusion of Greek
literature” (Syllogos pros diadosin ton ellinikon grammaton). Furthermore, since 1861 Xanthopoul os published along with S.
Koumanoudis and D. Mavrofrydis the magazine Philistor, through which he expressed his views on pedagogic teaching. Finaly, in
1880 he published in Constantinople (Istanbul) the Summarized account for the intellectual development of the modern Greeks
fromtheir renaissance until today, where he wrote about language and education, whereas he also presented catalogues of libraries,
printing houses, museums, clubs, books etc. of that age “inside and outside free Greece”.

1. Thefirst party (which apparently Xanthopoul os supported) was organized around D. Karvonides, who did not want to have the councilors of the
communal treasury elected by all the members of the community and asked for greater authority for the members of the board. The other party (in which
Triantafyllidis belonged) was formed around Chatzi Konstantinos Parigoris, who was of the opposite opinion. Xotincoafpiong, X.A., EAApvikij
exmaidevon koi wvevpotiky (o otnv Tparelovvra tov Mévrov, 1461-1922 (Thessaloniki 1993), p. 80.

2. TprovtaguAkidng, IL., H ev IT6viw EAAngvikii Dol fizor ta ovukd (Athens 1866), p. 144,
3. Kvpuakidng, E. 0., Bioypapiar v ex Tparelovvroc kot w¢ nepi avtiy ydpag [ ...] Aoyiwv (Athens, 1985), p. 178.

4. Theinformation about the place and the date of the publication of thiswork vary: Epameinondas Th. Kyriakidisin hiswork Bioypagio twv ek
Tpomelodvrog kar TS epi oty xapog [ ...] Loyiwv mentionsthat it was published in Athensin 1888, while in Meyady EAAnviki Eyxvicloraideio, vol.
18, entry «EavBoroviog Kovotavtivog» (A.A. Ianadoémovrog) it is mentioned that it was published in the the journal Omiros of Smyrnain 1874.

5. Zavonovrog, K., Emotolai nept didackalios tne elnvirig yidoong (Constantinople 1855), introduction, p. 8.

6. ZavBomovirog, K., Emiorolai mepi didackaliog tg elinvixic yAédoong (Constantinople 1855), introduction, p. 8.
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[TopaBépata

Pedagogic work of Konstantinos Xanthopoulos

«O Kwvotavtivog EavOdmovAog eddafev oUtw emi oAdkANQov Nuov awwvog ev te ToameCovvtt kat ev XaAkn kat ev AOMvaig kat
ev ZHoovn, eV ATaot dNAOVOTL TOLS KEVTEOLS TOL eAANVIOUOV, MAeloTovg avadei&as padntag petald Twv orueQov enl yodpupaot Kot
eumooia daxkekovopévwv. Tvaun devtépa mepl avtov dev vmroxe. Iavtes avwpoAdyovv v Babeiav avtov melpav Kol v
ueyaAnv naweiav. To de dvopa avtol WS MAAYWYOU Kol wG 0OPoV eYEVETO YVWOTOV Kot petald twv Evpwnaiwv eAAnviotwv
Kot PLAOAGYWV. AKATATIOVNTOG €V T1) €0yl ovdepiay KaTéALTte OX0ATG evkatgiay, TNV omolay va Un apléov e1g ovyyoadnv 1
dwaokaAiav. Ayabotatog tnv kaediav vteoTole Ao dLVAUEL TOVE TTWXOUVG AAAG PrAopabeic padntdg tov, eTBvuwy va 1dY
avtovg avadetkvvouévous. Toépwv de mpog TNV matEida ayannv moAA v mpooemaBel va pav) avtr) 600V €VEOTL XONOLUOTEQOG,
elte vouBetav Kal oLUPOLAEVWY, elTe DDACKWYV, €iTe TNV UEYAAV AUTOV €TIQEQONV VTEQ AvTHG HETaXEOUeVOS. AleTéAeoe
diAtatog MAVTOWV Twv emi mawela dakekQLOEVIWV ovYXEOVWVY avtol Kot eTuniOn vmd MG eAANVIKIG kLPEQVNOEwS
oo popoenOels dik Tovg LTTEY TNG TTADEIAS AYWVAG TOL.

Kvotaxkidng, E.©., Bioypagiat twv ex TpameCovvtoc kat tne mepi avtiy xwpag (...) Aoyiwv (Athens 1985), p. 178.



