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[TepiAnyn :

The rebellion of the doukas of Mesopotamia Bardas Skleros against Emperor Basil II took place in the area of Harput, in the theme of
Mesopotamia, lasted three years and spilled over to the majority of the lands of Asia Minor. It begun late in spring of 976 and was
finally suppressed on March 24, 979.

Xpovordynon

Spring of 976-March 24, 979

I'ewypapucoc Eviomopdg

Harput, Mesopotamia

1. Historical context

When Emperor John | Tzimiskes died (January 10, 976), the two sons of Romanos |1 (959-963), Basil |1 (976-1025) and
Constantine V111 (976-1028) came into power once more. The two scions of the Macedonian dynasty had been crowned co-
emperors by their father, after whose death, as heirs in nonage, they had been placed under the regency of Nikephoros |1 Phokas and
John Tzimiskes, members of the military aristocracy. In January of 976, Basil, having had his 20th birthday, was finaly in an age that
allowed him to carry out hisimperial duties. The young emperors had been sidelined for along period of time and was politicaly
weak, as aresult the running of the state was essentially controlled fully by his uncle Basil Lekapenos, an illegitimate son of Emperor
Romanos | L ekapenos, who held the office of and had access to the administration of state affairs. Basil Lekapenos,
aware of the widespread belief that the young kings were incapable of effectively running the empire and that power should return to
the hands of a strong representative of the military aristocracy, wished to protect the status quo in which he held aleading role. Thus
he took measures to curtail the power of the wannabe contender to the throne Bardas Skleros, who was brother-in-law to John
Tzimiskes and head of the prominent family of the Skleroi. Bardas, who held the office of tes Anatoles (= of
the East)! and was supreme commander of the army, was during that time at Constantinople.? Basil L ekapenos appointed him

of Mesopotamia, wishing to keep him away from the capital and keep him busy facing with the Arab raids, while he also held his son
hostage at Constantinople.

2. Therebellion of Bardas Skleros
2.1. The outbreak of therebellion

Soon after his appointment as doukas of Mesopotamia (early 976), Bardas Skleros left Constantinople to assume his post. His first
action was to secure the release of his son, Romanos, from the capital, which was carried out by his confidante Anthes Alyates.
Skleros, very popular among the army, obtained the support of the troops of Mesopotamia, as well of the of the army
commanders, on which, apparently, he continued to exert significant influence. Finally, late in the spring of 976* he was proclaimed
emperor by his troops at the region of Harput. Many Armenians (who represented the majority of his army) participated in this venture
from the start.> His most important Armenian allies were the rulers Taron Gregorios and Bagarat, the ruler of Mogk Zaphranik and the

Romanos Taronites. The rebel’s main concern was securing finances to organize his rebellion. For this reason he
appropriated the taxes of the region under his control, as well as the money in the Melitene® royal treasury, which he stormed and
captured, meeting no real resistance. He chose the fortress of Harput as his headquarters and staging grounds, where he amassed all
the money he had acquired and installed a strong garrison. Then, he took care to establish the alliances that would allow him to freely
move against Constantinople without having to worry about his rear. Thus he made a treaty with the Muslim rulers whose domains
bordered his own, the Hamdanid of Mosul Abu Taglib and his liegeman, emir of Amida Abu Dulaf, securing financial and military
support. The central government, on the other hand, continued to enjoy the support of the rest of the troops and the noble families of
AsiaMinor.
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2.2. Submission of south Asia Minor to Bardas Skleros

By the summer of 976, Bardas Skleros in Mesopotamia was ready to launch his campaign against Constantinople. Basil Lekapenos
realized the threat and made a double defensive move. He sent Stephanos, of Haghia Sophia and metropolitan of
Nicomedia, to convince Skleros to surrender, and at the same time he ordered the of the East Petros, the doukas of
Antioch, Michael Bourtzes and the of Tarsus Eusthathios Maleinos to assemble their troops at Caesarea of Cappadocia in
order to check Skleros’ advance. Stephanos embassy failed, and the first engagement took place in the fall of 976 at the narrow pass
named Koukou Lithos.” A vanguard of Skleros, led by Anthes Alyates, faced a contingent of the imperial army under Eustathios
Maleinos.2 The imperial forces were victorious and Alyates fell in the battlefield. The forces loyal to the emperors then blockaded all
the major passes. Skleros' forces, led by the Armenian strategos Sachakios Brachamios, who defected to the rebel’s camp,?
advanced to Lapara or Lycandus. There they clashed with the imperia army, achieving an important victory which placed Skleros at a
great advantage. After this turn of events, the rebel moved against the city of Tzamandos, which surrendered without offering
resistance. These successes attracted the doukas of Antioch, Michagl Bourtzes, doukas Andronikos Lydos and his two sons,
Christophoros Epeiktes and Bardas Moungos joining the rebel's camp. At the same time, the soldiers of the theme of Kibyrrhaiotai
rebelled against their commander and placed the fleet of Attaleia at the rebel’s disposal, who sent Michael Kourtikios to assume its
command. By the late 976, Skleros had managed to place under his control the larger part of southern Asia Minor.

2.3. March to Constantinople

Basil Lekapenos, seeing Skleros advance, dispatched early in 977 the Leo and the patrikios loannes to Asia Minor.
Leo had been fully authorized to act in the name of the emperors and aimed at luring away the supporters of the rebel by offering gifts
and offices. The two men travelled to Kotyaion, where they met the stratopedarches of the East Petros with the imperial army. The
protovestiatios’ main goal was to move east and manoeuvre his army to the rebel’ s rear, in order to wrench part of the supporters that
had not entered in the rebellion willingly, but a sword-point. Skleros realized this danger and sent against him a contingent under
Michael Bourtzes and Romanos Taronites. Against their orders, the two commanders clashed with the imperial army (probably in the
summer of 977) in the area of Oxylithos and were defeated. This forced Skleros to hasten his attack on the imperia forces. In a battle
in the area of Rageal in the fall of 977 the rebel won an important victory. Petros and patrikios loannes fell on the battlefield, while
protovestiarios Leo was taken prisoner. Skleros was now the master of most of Asia Minor; with the imperial army weakened, he
was marching towards Constantinople. Basil Lekapenos, wishing to redeem the situation, appointed Theodors Karantenos

and sent him against Michael Kourtikios, commander of the rebel fleet, who had been pillaging the Aegean
islands and was preparing to lay siege to Abydos. By land he sent the patrikios Michael Erotikos to defend Nicaea. Notwithstanding
the heroic defence of its garrison, the city was captured following a siege by Skleros early in 978. The imperia fleet defeated that of
the rebels at Phokaia (possibly late in 978) thus stopping Skleros from laying a complete siege to the capital.

2.4. The end of therebellion

In the first months of 978 Basil L ekapenos had recalled Bardas Phokas to the capita (he had been banished after his defeat by
Bardas Sklerosin 969-970, when he had rebelled against John | Tzimiskes). Phokas received the title of and the office of
domestikos ton scholon, and was dispatched to face the rebel. Initially he headed for Caesarea of Cappadocia, aiming to rally al the
forces dtill loyal to the central government. There he found Eustathios Maleinos; Michael Bourtzes, who abandoned the rebel, joined
forces with them. With this army, Phokas moved west, towards Amorion, in order to strike at the enemy’s rear. Leaving Nicaea,
Skleros also moved towards Amorion, and on June 19, 978 he defeated Phokas in a battle close to Pangaleia. Phokas retreated to
the theme of Charsianon, and rebuilt hisarmy. In the fall of 978 Phokas was defeated in battle by Skleros for the second timein the
area Basilika Therma. The central government, seeing its successive defeats, sent an embassy led by the Athonite Georgian monk
Tornikios to the Georgian prince David of Tayk asking for reinforcements.1? The Byzantines finally received a contingent of 12,000
Georgian horsemen, under the orders of loannes Tornikios and the Georgian lord Djodjik. This army joined the army of Phokas at the
theme of Charsianon and, in the spring of 979, Phokas launched a surprise attack against the rebel, whose army had been severely
weakened: some of his Arab alies had left while many of his Armenian troops had returned to their homeland during the winter. On

March 24, 979 Skleros suffered a crushing defeat in the theme of Charsianon.!! The rebel’s army fell apart, and Skleros himself
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originally fled to Martyropolis, and very soon after, to the court of the of Baghdad. Some of his supporters remained in the
Byzantine lands and barricaded themselves in fortressesin the theme of Thrakesionrefusing to submit to the imperial authorities until the
fal or winter of the same year.

3. Consequences

The failure of Bardas Skleros' rebellion did not signal any substantial change in the political landscape of Byzantium. The two young
emperors, Basil Il and Constantine VI11, remained on the throne, but they continued to be under the control of Basil Lekapenos and
could essentially not rule independently or take any initiatives. On the contrary, the parakoimomenos reinforced his position further,
as he was now the sole and undisputed administrator of imperial power, next to the two emperors. Bardas Phokas was aso
strenghtened, as his recall from exile and his active participation in the suppression of the rebellion signalled his return to the political
fore allowing him the right to claim a share in power. The rebellion, however, had dire consequences for the Balkan Peninsula. As the
central administration was completely occupied with the efforts to face Bardas Skleros it allowed the insurgency of the Kometopouloi,
the four sons of a Bulgarian official who had rebelled early in 976, to grow developing into a protracted war between the Byzantines
and the Bulgarians. Finally, the suppression of the rebellion heralded the end of the feuds between powerful nobles over the
guardianship of the young emperors and the control of power. This particular feud had begun with the rebellion of Bardas
Phokasagainst John | Tzimiskes in 969 and was continued with the rebellion of Bardas Sklerosin 976-979. Until Skleros' next
rebellion(987), the political landscape had been altered drastically, as Lekapenos guardianship came to an end in 985, when Basil 11
removed him from power, assuming hisimperial duties. From now on the emperor himself will face the claims of powerful aristocratic
families of Asia Minor, which continued to seek a part of the imperial power.
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ATA®UOTIKEG GUVETELEC TNG 6TACTG TOL Bapda ZkAnpov.
http://www.fordham.edu/hal sall/source/by z-arabambas.html

INwocdplo :
caliph

The supreme religious and political authority of Muslims, considered successor of Muhammad (Arabic: khalifa= deputy). He was the head of the
Caliphate, the religious state of the Arabs.

domestikos ton scholon

Commander of the regiment of scholae. Thefirst officer with thistitle appearsin 767/8. In the 10th C the domesticos became very powerful among the
army of the themata; in mid-10th C the office was divided in two, domestikoi ton scholon of the East and those of the West, commandersin chief of
the eastern and the western provinces” army respectively.

doukas (lat. dux)

Antiquity: Roman military commander who, in some provinces, combined military and civil functions.
Buzantium: a higher military officer. From the second half of the 10th c. thetitle indicates the military comander of alarger district. After the 12th c.,
doukes were called the governors of small themes.

droungarios tou ploimou

("droungarios of the fleet") Commander of the byzantine fleet stationed Constantinople. Droungarios tou ploimou isfirst mentioned in the midle 9th C
(Taktikon of Uspenski).

emir
(from Arabic amir) Emir meaning "commander" or "general”, later also "prince". Also a high title of nobility or office in some Turkic historical states.
magistros
Higher office that Philotheos in his Kletorologion places above the anthypatos. This title lost its importance from the 10th century and
gradually disappeared - most probably in the middle of the 12th century.
parakoimomenos

The guardian of the imperia private chambers. This high office was given usually to eunuchs that were persons of confidence, since they
could not ascend to the throne. From the 9th and up to the 11th century, this office assumed a great importance and there were
nopaxopudpevol that played important roles in the course of the empire, such as Joseph Bringa.

patrikios
(from lat. patricius) Higher title of honour, placed, according to the "Tactika" of the 9th and the 10th centuries, between anthypatos and
protospatharios. It was given to the most important governors and generals. Gradually, however, it fell into disuse and from the 12th century
did not exist any more.

protovestiarios

(and protovestiarites) Honorific title given to high-ranking officials and future emperors during this period. The protovestiarios was originaly
responsible for the imperial wardrobe, but in the 9th-11th centuries the holders of the title could command an army or conduct negotiations
with foreign states.

strategos ("general")

During the Roman period his duties were mainly political. Office of the Byzantine state’s provincial administration. At first the title was given to the
military and political administrator of the themes, namely of the big geographic and administrative unities of the Byzantine empire. Gradually thetitle
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lost its power and, already in the 11th century, strategoi were turned to simple commanders of military units, responsible for the defence of aregion.
stratopedarches
1. Commander in chief (1st-2nd c.), general (5th-9th c.)

2. stratopedarches of the East and stratopedarches of the West: official designation of the eunuch domesticos ton scholon (10th c.) and of the military
commnder (11th-12th c.)

3. megas stratopedarches wasiinitially a high-ranking official and afterwards defined the commander of troops (13th - 14th c.).
synkellos
ZOUTANPADCTE TNV TEPLYPADT] GTIV YADCGO HETAPPACTG

tagmata (pl.)
Military units stationed in Constantinople and its outskirts during the Middle Byzantine period. The most important tagmata were that of the Scholae,
the Excubitors (these originated from respective units of the Early Byzantine period and were organized into an imperial guard and a central strike force
by Constantine V), the Vigilia (established by Irene the Athenian) and the Hikanatoi (established by Nicephorusl).

Tyég
Hase, C. B. (ed.), Leonis Diaconi Caloensis Historiae libri decent (Bonn 1828), pp. 169.14-170.24.

Thurn, L. (ed.), Ioannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin-New York 1973), 324.32-328.52.

Renauld, E. (ed.), Michel Psellos, Chronographie ou histoire d’un siecle de Byzance (976-1077) 1 (Paris 1926), pp. 5.1-9.10.

[Topadépata

Leo Deacon's account of the rebellion of Bardas Skleros (976-979)

Meta ya TV To0 avtokedto0os Twdvvou ékdnuiav anod tov cwpatos, Bagdac Maytotoog 6 kat émwvupiov ZkAnedc, dptAagxiav
Kal AMANoTiay vVoowv, anatn te peteAbav kat pevakioag tov moAbvV OXAov kat eDKOAOV, ATOOTATIOV DELVI)V KATA TV
KQATOVVTWV EUEAETNOEV: ETTL TETQAETT TE EVIAVTOV TNV AoV KATEDQALE, XWOAS TTVOTOADV Kol TTOAELS KATATTQEPOHUEVOG, THV TE
Powpaixknv dvauwy, €€ AvTmAAov TaATAE WS AVTITARCCOUEVTV AUTQ, TOETMOUEVOG KAl KATAKA WV WUWG: TOUTO HeV DO TOD
TTatowkiov TTéToov kat oTEATOTEdAQXOV DU YW YOLEVNY, OTe Kata TNV Admagoav To mediov (HeBogLov d¢ TOUTO TG XWEAS TWV
Apgpueviwv) 1) pdixn ovvekpoteito, dmnvika kat avtog 6 Iatpikiog ITétgog, dogatiey PANOeic kal Tov inmov katevexOeic, mag” avThv
eEémvevoe TV magAtay, MAeloTV OTL TOV DTACTIOTOV TLVAVALREDEVTWVY avTQ: ToUTO d¢ UTo Bdoda Mayiotoov 1o Pwka, 6g
TEOG TV KQATOVVTWV TO TOL AOHETTIKOV TV LX0A@V Umolwodpevos a&iwpa, avtinalog 1¢ LkAnod kata v [MaykaAeiav
nageta&ato. inmAatov tovTo edlov, T Apwiw TEOTEYyLlov. IOV d1) KAl TAQAX TO HETALX IOV 0APOW KATX TOD Koaviov mANyelg
0 PwKag, ToL (Mmov Te katnvéxOn Kal elg YNV katePAN0N: kal k&v JAw TOV EvavTtio kal dKAe@C TaQATWAETO, el PN wg lg TV
MOAAQV TR O MAQX TWV dVOLEVOV, TYVONKOTWVY avToV, EmeABodoa dE 1) VUE ToVTOV dLETWaeV. O dE LKANQOG, TAlS ToLvTALS
vikaig Emag0eic te kal poevwOeic, AVLTIOOTATOC TIS KAl AKATAYWVLIOTOS EvopileTo. évteDOev v te Nikaiav, kai ABvdov, kat
Attadelav T MOAgpELY TTQeOTOATO, Kat TV ¢ Aolag émemomjoato Pwpaiknyv émkatelav: kal mAeloTag TOoELg
nMEoUeiANdE, Kal BaAaocooKkEATOV HEYAAX TOUG EUTOQOVG E0LVETO, Kat avTNV 1)d1) TV BactAebovoay, Tag ot yous potidag ovk
£€QV EC aUTNV AVaTA£eLy Kata TO EoTeQOV- éwg ov €k Bulavtiov muedoQot Vijeg OGS TV KOaTovVTwy Aabpaiws éEameotaAnoav.
&g Bapdag Maytotpog 6 ITagoakoutnvog dywv, aldpvidiov i) ABVdw mEoooguIoDEels, TAG Te TOEELS TOD TVEAVVOL KaTépAele, kKal
TV TV OTRATIWTAOV KATNKOVTIOE PAAayya, kal 10 poovotov eiAndev. avdig 1e 6 PwkaAg, xeloa TeQL AUTOV MAEIOTNV OTOATIWTWV
NOookwe, T kAN émitiBetal kai tovTov TeePapevog év Exfatavols mpog Tovg Ayaonvoig Guyely mMaQeTKeVAOEV.

Hase, C. B. (ed.), Leonis Diaconi Caloensis Historiae libri decem (Bonn 1828), pp. 169.14-170.24.
John Skylitzes describes the first clash between Bardas Phokas and rebel Skleros
O d¢ magaroLuwpeVog Toic 6AoLg droen0els (1101 Y kat 0 LkAnog énAnoiale th) BaotAid) piav éyvokel BorBewav droxowoay,

Bapdav tov Pwkav petanépacdal thg Omegootag, povov a&opaxov oinbeig tovtov avrinadov éoecOat @ LrAneq. Adyov d&
Battov petamePAapevog Kait 60KoLG AOPAALTAUEVOS KAl TAODTOV MAQETYXNKWS dAPIAT KAl TQ TOV LAY I0TOWV AEWWUATL TIUOAG,
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dopéoTucoV TEOXELRICETAL TWV OXOAQYV Kal Kot ToD LKANQ0D E£MoLv. 0 ¢ TOV UTEQ TV SAWV AVAdEEAUEVOS AYOVA TTOWTOV UEV
énexelonoev anod Opakng mepatwOnval eic ABvdov. puvAdttovtog d¢ tax év EAANnomovtw xwela Pwpavot tod viod tod XkAneov,
AamokovCOEeic €kelDev EmMAveLTY el TV PacAda, ékelBév te mAoiov EmPag kal ToLg Evavtiovg AaBwv TEOG TNV AvTimogOpov
Yivetat ynv, kai voktonoolals xonoapevog anetowv eic Kawoagewav, éxeioé te Evotabiow payiotow 1@ MaAeivep kat MixanA 1@
Bovotln ovpnai&as (¢pOaoe yao kol avtog ék petavoiag ta To0 Pacidéwe maAy EéAéoDat) pet’ avt@v TEOg TOAELOV EENETVETO.
kol 01 Aadv, g O kapog €ddov, dbpoioac, kal Tolg &k THS PLYNG EokedATHEVOVS AALOAG, TTOOG TO AUWOLOV YiveTaL Kot 6 ZKANQ0G
0¢ TV TovToL ££000V AKNKOWG, Kol VOV TEWTOV 0indels Tov dywva é0ec0at adT® TEOG AvOQa TMOAEULOTNV Kal PEQeLv eldOTA
YEVVAIWE KAl TAKTIKOG TAC TOAEHOV 0TQOPACS, KAl 0V, WS TO TEOTEQOV, TIQOS AVIQAQLA EkTeTUNéVa OaAapevdueva Kol
oktatoadt), agag dmno Nikalag meog 10 AUwWELOV ATELOL, Kal ovvavtoas ovumAéketatl 1@ Pwka. oY VTOOTAVTWY dE TV TEQL TOV
DKV dLX TO TALS TEONYNOAUEVALS TTTALS XAUVWOT VAL TOV TG AVOQElac avTOIC Kal TOAUNG TOVOV, EMIKQATEOTEQOG YivETAL O
ZKANQOG. 00 HEVTOL KAL MAVTIATACTLY € VTAYWYT)V AKOOHOV €0KEDAOTO 1) oToaTx T¢) Pwid, AAA" DokAlvaoa pév évédwke,
oxoAalorv ¥’ €MOLELTO TV VTTOXWENOLY, WG U1 V1O dethiag dokelv EAavveaBat, AN’ €€ Mty atog DMeliely OTQATIYIKOD peT
eVKOOpIAG KAl TAEEWG. KAl YOO d1) KAl VT dOVTAG TOUS OTOATLOTAS Kal RO GuyTV wounpévous, 0mofev ovpoaywv 6 Pwkag
TOUG €TOVTAG UVVETO KAl 0V peTa 0odQOTATNG elnx Kal QUUNG kal Blag mpoopépeoBat. évOa kal Aéyetalt Kwvotavtivov tov
Tavpav peta @V Apd’ adTov 10 PebyoV dKoVTa PLAOTIHIA XONOAUEVOV AKalow, kal HeYAANV eVKkAewav EEewv oinOévta, el
alXpaAwtog T AVTOL Yévorto 0 PwKAS, HLWTHTAVTA TOV @ EMWXELTO {MTOV, peTa HeYIoTNng 0QUNG mEooevexOnvat ¢ Pwka. Ov
o0TO¢ WV Kal 60TIS ein KaTavooag, NEéUa TOV (MMoV MaQeVeYKWV Kal DTAVTIACAS Ttatiel K0QUVT) KATX TS kK6QLOOG. KAl O pév
AelmoOuunoag ) AVUTOOTATW GOEA THS MANYNG TiMTeL MapavTika ToD (Mmov, 0 d¢ Pwrag ddelag pelovog TUXWV TG £TTL T
TMEOOW TOQRELNG elxETO, OXOAT) Kal BAdNV LV, AAA" 0K AVELPEVOLS TOIG XAALVOIG. Ol Y&Q oLV T@ I'avgd TOV olkelov MEMTWKOTA
Oeaodpevol oTOATNYOV Kal EMpEAELV TOVTOV TIOEUEVOL AVIKAV TOV DLW YHOV. 0 0& PWKAS & A TOIG OLV AVTER TOV AeYOUEVOV
Xaoavov kate ANPac KAKEITE AVALCALEVOG ETKOTIEL TO LEAAOV, TLUALS TE TALS £k BATIAEWGS DeELOVUEVOS TTOAAOUG
MEOTPOLTOVTAG KAL TWV CLVOVTWV £VEQYETIALS TapaBeQuaivwy Tag MEoBVHInG. ETIOLEVOS D€ TOUTE Kal 0 LKANQOG, kal tepl Tiva
tomov Baolika 0€gua KAAOVLEVOV KATAOKNVWOAG, I LAXTV TOV OUWVUHOV EEEKAAELTO, AOTIATTWS O Kal TOVTOL defapévou v
MEOKAN OV aO1G £TéQa CLVIOTATAL HAXT). KL XQOVOV LEV TIVA AVTETXOV OL TteQl TOV PwKkav, aDTOD TOVTOL TTAQLTTTEVOVTOG
ATAVTAXOL Kol T1) odnoaia Kogivn TaG TV Eévavtiwv Onyvivtos GaAayyag Kot poglov égyalopévov Gpovov. Opws d¢ Katl maAy
VOTA dEdWKOTES OL TTEQL TOVTOV ETQATINOAV.

Thurn, L. (ed.), Ioannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin-New York 1973), 324.32-326.82.
The final defeat of Bardas Skleros recounted by John Skylitzes

‘ExeiBev ovv 6 Dwiag, we eixe, dix taxéwv avelow eig v Ipnolav, kat Aapid @ t@v IBowv doxovtl meooeABwyv eic émucovoiav
TTELOTOATOV. TOV d¢ peTa mEobvpiag vNEETOLVTOS (EPLAiwTo Yoo T@ Pwka, €€ 6Tov doLE v év XaAdia) Aaov ékeibev elAndawg ovk
OAlyov, aBoioag d¢ kal ToUG peT avTOD E0KEDATUEVOLS BVTAG €K TNG TOOTG, KaTelowy eig ITaykaAeiav, EvOa 0TQATOMEdELVOAUEVOS
Nv 6 ZkAneoc. Témog d¢ 1) [Taykadewa medlov avanemtapévoyv Te kal ITmAaTov, £YYLotd mov To0 ToTapob AAVOG Kelpevog. kot
YiveTo mMAALY KaQTEQOG AywV. EvTavBa ToV éavtod Aaov Beaodievos 6 PwKAS KATA HKQOV EVODOVTA Kal TEOg GuyNV PAEmovTa,
BéATiov eival kpivag Tov eVkAen Odvatov TG &yevvols Kal émoveldloTov Cwng, TaS TOV Evavtiov ouykobag paAayyag TEog
avTOV peTa oPodOOTNTOG leTAL TOV LZKATQOV. EVQWOTWGS ¢ KAKELVOUL TNV AUTOD DOdeEAPEVOL OQUIV, KAl UNOEVOS TV OTOATIWTOV
£m1BoNnB0DVTOG, AAAX TG TV AQXNYWV AYWVL BOVAOHEVLV KOO VAL T TEAYHAaTA (Kol yoaQ d1) kal épaiveto mAykaAov L Oéapa
KAl KATATANELY TOIG 0QWOLY ETAYOV AvOQWV dV0 povopaxio em’ eDTOApQ Kol T YUXNS péya POOVOUVTWYV), DTTOOTAVTES
AAANAOVS CLOTADNV EUAXOVTO. KAl O HeEV LKATQOG TOD (Mov 100 Pwka 1O deELOV 00C TUV T XaAW@ Taioag amokonteL T Eidet. O
0& PwKAG M) KOEUVT) MATAEAS AVTOV KATX TNG KEPAATG TOUTOV HéV ETTL TOD TOaXT A0V TOV (MTTov QLTTEL TQ PAQEL TS AN YNG
Katevex0évia, avtog ¢ TOV (MMoV keVTEIoAg Kol TS TV Evavtiny datepwv parayyag é€etat, kal mEodg tva Addov aveABwv tovg
€K TG TEOTNG AVEKAAELTO. OL OE TEQL TOV LKATQOV KAKWS EXOVTA TOVTOV Dea0AEVOL €K TG TANYTS kKal 1)dN AetmopuxodvTa 1@
ToavpaTt Tl Tivar YNy &dyovot tov AVBgov dmovupopevov. DTWMTELOV YaQ Kai ToV Pwiav TeAeie O TagadoONvaL dpaviouq.
TOD (MTIOL 8¢ ATOOKIQTIOAVTOG KAl TOV KATEXOVTA ATTODQAVTOG KAl DL TV OTQATEVHATWV ETUPRATOL XwOls O€0VTog AtakTw GUUT,
kal 1@ alpatt mepuvopévou (AtyOTTIov TOV (MMoV EKAAOLV), Kal KATapaBovTeg, 00 Tvog O (MMog, Kal VOUIoAVTES TOV EQUTQV
AOXOVTA TETTWKEVAL, AKOOUWS TOEMOVTAL TIQOS PUYNV, KONHUVOIS Kot AAVT TG TTOTAUE QLTTOVVTEG EAVTOVG KAl AKAEDS
ATOAAVULEVOL, UNOEVOS OVTOG TOD DWKOVTOG. TOVTO KATWWV 0 Pwiig &To ToL Addov, kKal Belov €QYoV elvat TO MEAYUA, WOTEQ |V
elkdc, HTOTOMATAG, KATELOL LETA TOV OLVOVTIWV EMDLOKWYV TOUS pevyovtag U AAANAWY CUHTTATOVHEVOUS KAl AAKTG OAWGS Un
UEUVIUEVOUG, KAL TOVG PEV AVALQQWYV, TOUG D€ XELQOVUEVOG. O D¢ LKANQOG HeT OALYwV dlaowOeig Ppevyet mEOg MapTuodmoALy. £kelBev
0¢ mpeoPevtny ékméumel TOV £avTod adeAdov Kwvotavtivov meog Xoogdnv tov ¢ BafuAwvog doxovta, émikoviay katl
ovppay oy alt@v. magéAkovtog d éxelvov Kal unite ) ddoeL ovvtiBeévou, Ut anavawvopévov, kat tod Kwvotavtivov
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X00VOTOBODVTOG, TVayKaoOn kal adtog 6 LKANQOG HETA TWV CLVOVIWY ATIAVTIWV TTEOG X0OQOMV GoLTHoaL.
Thurn, 1. (ed.), Ioannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin-New York 1973), 326.83-327.29.
The suppression of the rebellion of Bardas Skleros

Tng d¢ To0 LkAnQo0 tomng dyyeABeions @ PactAel dux yoappdtwv 100 Pwka kat ¢ el BapuA@va avaxwenoews, To0Tov Hev O
Baorevg amodeEduevog d&iwg etipunoe, mEog d¢ Xooponv tov g BaBuAvoc ApeQUOVUVTV TRETBEVTNV EKTTEUTIEL TOV BEOTNV
Nwndpdoov tov OVEAVOV, (KeTeEDWV UNOEULAS ETUOTQOPNG AELWTAL TOV ATTOOTATIV, UNdE BeAnoat magaderypa yevéaobat tolg
orydvolg pavAov, apeAnoag pév BaciAéws adikovpévov BactAevg kat adTog wv, mEooDéUevog dE TVEEAVM AdIKW Kol ATIOOTAT).
éveyxelploe d¢ kal yodupata Bacidika évoeonuaopéva, dt wv ovunabeiag andong n&lov Tov ZkANQov kai ToUg ovvovTag avtQ, €l
HETAHABOOVTES TO DEOV TOV TE EAVTOV EMIYVAOOL dECTOTNV KAl TEOG TX OlKelx UTTOVOTTOOLTL dxowO €vTog d¢ MEOG X0oEOoNV TOD
OvpavoD kal TV PATIAKOV GwEabévTtwV YoappATwY, 6 X0oQomG Kol TOV TRETREVTIV Kal TOV LKATQOV Kal TAvVTAg ToUg oUV
avt@ Pwpaiovg vmovonoag GEovEAIc TAYADDWOL. KAl TOVTOVS UEV ELXEV 1) PEOVOA, TV ¢ U1 CLVAVEABOVTWY ATIOOTATWV TQ
ZrANO® Aéwv pev O alXAAwToG Kat ol ToL dovkog Avdgovikov tob Avdog maideg Xototddopos 6 Enelktng kai Baodag 6 Movyyog
(EpOn yap €xetvog amobavelv) To Aguacovrov kol v ITAatelav métoav kot AAAx Tiva poovota Eguuva v T Béuatt keipeva
TV OPAKNTlWV KATETXNKOTES AVTEIXOV WG OYDONG LVIIKTIWVOG, Kol EMEKOQOUAS €K TOVTWV TMOLOVHEVOL T BadiAéwg EAVTIOLY. Kal
oV TIOLV EMAVOAVTO TAG XWEAS AeNAATOVVTES, IOV AV dpuvnotiav eiAndotes kakwv dix Nikndooov natoikiov tov [Tapoakovtnvon
T PACIAEL TQOTEXWONOAV.

Thurn, L. (ed.), Ioannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), 327.30-328.52.
An 11th-C. Byzantine scholar's account of the rebellion of Bardas Skleros (976-979)

Ax Tabta ot ekelvwv dvePladeic TOAEUOVS KAt avTOD 0PodEOVG AVeQQLTIoAV: Kol MEWTOS Ye 0 LkANQOGS, v kal BovAevoaobat
lkKavog kail katanQd&aodat meQdéElog, mAoDTOV te teQBeBANévVoC, Héya dOKODVTA TLEEAVE, Kal duvaoTeiag Exwv loxvy,
TMOAEHOUG T€ HEYAAOVG KATWEOWKWG, KAL TO OTEATIWTIKOV ATIAV CLVVEDOV EXWV TEOG TO £keivoL PovAnua. ODTog Toryatpovv
TOAAODG CUVALQOUEVOUG EXWV TT) TVEEAVIDL, TTEWTOG TOV Kata ToL Baoieiov teBagnke mOAepov, kKat maoav €’ aUTE MUKV Te
Kat eCen v magnAavve dUVAHLY, Kol WG €L TQOKELUEVE TTOAYHATL T BactAeia ponet teBagonkwe. Ta mowta pév odv
ameyvokeloav ol megl Tov PaociAéa Tac owlovoag EATdAG, THV OTALTIKNV oAV oYUV TQ ZKANQQ éYVWKOTEG OLEEEVLTRTAV:
Emerta d¢ oVAAeEQUEVOL EAVTOVGS Kal TEQL TV CAWV YVWOLUAXT|TAVTES, MOTEQ €V ATIOQOLS TTOROV eVENKEVAL N BNnoay, kat Baodav
TIV4, eDyevEOTATOV AvdQA Kal Yevvaldtatov, o0 BaciAéws Nikndogov adeAdidovv, aEiduayov megi TOV TvgavvioavTa LKANQOV
KOLVAVTEG, TOG KATAAEAELPUUEVAGS DUVALLELS PEQOVTES TOVTW TAQEDWOAV, KL TOD OTQATOTEDOV TIAVTOG 1]YEUOVA TIETOUKOTEG,
AVTIOTNOOUEVOV TQ LiAN® ékmemtoudaoty. Emel d¢ kal mepl TovTw ovdév EAatTov ToD LKANQoL £dedoikeoav, dte PaotAeiov
TUYXAVOVTL YEVOUG, Kl OVDEV OUKQOTIQEMAS EVVONTOUEVQ TteQL AVTOD, TTEQOVOVOL PEV TO TTOALTIKOV TNG TEQLROANG OXNUA Kal
600V 0ldEV 1) TLEAVVIG, TQ D& TNG EKKANCTIAC KATOW EYKaTaAEyovoLy, elta dn kal GOKWIETLY GQKOLS KATAAXUBAVOLOLY TOU Un
amootaoiag aA@val mMote ) TAQAPBACEWS TWV WHOTUEVWV: OUTW YOOV AVTOV EEEYYUNOAUEVOL HETX TACWV EKTETIOUPATL TV
duvapewv. "Hv d' 6 avro 00Tog, we 0 Adyog €xel, TV pév yvounyv &g tov Oeiov avadéowv kal BaoiAéa, ovvvevedws del kal
€YQNY00WE, KAL TAVTA TTEOIOELV KAL CLVIDELY IKAVOG, TTOAEUKDV TE TEXVATUATWY ODDEVOS &dATG, AAAX MATALS PEV TELXORAXiaLS,
naoats d¢ Aoxioeot kal tails €k magatafews aywvials €0Ag, Tag d& DX XELQOG TTEAEELS DOATTIKWTEQOS EKELVOL KL YEVVALOTEQOG: O
Y& ToL TANYNV g’ Ekelvov deEdpevog eVOEwe adrionTo TV Puxiv- kv mopwOev EmeBdnoev, GANV cvveTdoatte parayya.
OVUTog ToLYatpoDV TG LT AVTOV dLeAWV DLVALELS Kol €lG AOXOUG EykaTata&as, ovX Anag AAAX Kol TOAARKIS TNV AVTIKELHEVNV ELG
duynv €roede Parayya, kol To0DTO TMANOEL TV AVTITETAYHEVWV: TOTODTOV <O&> TV EvavTiwV EAGOOWV ETOYXaVEV WV, 60 TN
TEXVT KAl TOIG OTEATNYNHAOL KQE(TTWV €d0KeL kal yevvatdtepos. EOdponoav yobv mote meog AAAAOUS KAt ol TV AVTIKELUEVWY
NYEHOVES TAYUATWV Kol povopaxfoatl ék ouvOniuatog eilovto- kat pévtorye ovveAdoavte eig L petaixpiov, eldOv te dAAAovg
kat év ovppolaic evOVG Eyeyoveloav. Kal moatds ye 0 Tupavvedwv LKANQOC, OUK ETMOXWY £€QXVTOV TG OOUNGS, AAA" DOVG VOpoUg
aywviag magafePnkws, OHoD Te dyXoL 1@ Pwid éyeyovel Kal maiel TODTOV WG eixe Kata KePaAng, duvauwoag TNy xeiga ) pood
TG OOUNG: Kal 60 TMEMANYWS TEOG TO AdDOKNTOV TNG TMANYNS BV TL TOU XAALVOD YEYOVWS akQatrs, avOig ouvnOgoikel Tovg
AOYLOHOVG, Kol KATX TaDTOD pHEAOLG TOV AN EavVTA maloag, TG TOAELKNG OQUNGS EMavoe Kat Guyelv mageokevaoev. AU
teAewTéQa KOOGS kil dnpotedeotéoa apdoty €doe: kat 6 LrAnog toic 6Aols éEamoonOels, kal prjte mEog tov Pwkav avToTivatl
ETLOLVANEVOC, TOOTOQAUELY TE T PATIAEL XLOXVVOHEVOGS, BOVATIV BOVAEVETAL OUTE OUVETWTATNV OVTE AOPAAECTATIV: ATIAQAG YOO
&k TV Popaiwv 6plwv el TV TV ATOUQIwV HETA TAC®V aDTOD TV dUVAHEWV TLVHAACE YTV, Kal dNAov adTOV KataoToag
Xoopdn 1@ Pacidel, eig voPiav éxivnoev: 00Tog Y&Q 0 Te TANB0¢ poPnBeis TV avdowy, lowg d¢ katl vtonTevoag v abdav
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£€P0odOV, DETUWTAG TETMONKWS €V AOPAAEL KaTELXE HQOVOA.

Renauld, E. (ed.), Michel Psellos, Chronographie ou histoire d"un siécle de Byzance (976-1077) 1 (Paris 1926), pp. 5.1-9.10.

Xpovoroylo
early January 976: John I Tzimiskes passes away. Basil II and Constantine VIII come to power. Bardas Skleros becomes doukas of
Mesopotamia

late spring of 976: Bardas Skleros rebels in Harput of Mesopotamia and is declared emperor by his troops

fall of 976: A contingent of the rebel army is defeated by the imperial forces at the area of Koukou Lithos. The rebels are victorious in
the battle of Lapara

summer of 977: The rebels defeat the imperial forces in the area of Oxylithos
fall of 977: Bardas Skleros defeats the imperial forces in the battle at the area of Rageai
early 978: The city of Nicaea is sacked by Bardas Skleros. Basil Lakapenos recalls Bardas Phokas from exile

June 19, 978: Battle at Pangaleia between the imperial forces under Bardas Phokas and the rebel army under Bardas Skleros. Phokas is
defeated

fall of 978: Bardas Skleros defeats Phokas again at the area of Basilika Therma
March 24, 979: Bardas Skleros is defeated by Bardas Phokas in the theme of Charsianon. Suppression of the rebellion

late 979: The last of the rebels in the Thracesian theme capitulate



