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[Mepiinym :
On July 19, 803 the themes of Thracesion, Opsikion and Boukellarion rebelled against Emperor Nikephoros | and proclaimed Bardanes emperor.
Bardanes, the so-called ‘ Turk’, was then the general of the theme of Anatolikon. The rebellion was suppressed on September 8, 803 and Bardanes
was tonsured amonk; in December of the same year he was blinded.

Xpovoroynon
July 19 - September 8, 803
I'eoypapikdg Eviomiopog

Region between Amorion and Chrysopolis

1. Historical context

Following the overthrow of Empress Eireneby Nikephoros, ,and his accession to the throne (October 31,
802), an austere fiscal policy was implemented aimed at multiplying the income of the Byzantine Empire through increased taxation.
For this reason tax exemptions that had been introduced by Eirene on ecclesiastical and monastic properties, trade and the claiming
of inheritance were repealed. The so-called was expanded so as to apply to the of monasteries and charitable
foundations, while estates belonging to the Church were annexed, without removing the Church’s obligation to pay taxes on these.
Nikephoros I's financia reforms and his neutral stance vis-a&vis the issue of Iconoclasm, contrary to Eirene’s zealous iconophile
policy, caused the gradual disgruntlement of monastic and ecclesiastical circles, aswell as that of large estate owners, whose interests
were directly undermined. The generd feeling of discontent towards the new emperor was also shared by the low ranking soldiers of

the themes, who were complaining that they did not receive their statutory pay.t

In this negative for Emperor Nikephoros climate, Bardanes, the so-called ‘ Tourkos' (Turk), attempted his rebellion; he enjoyed wide
support, as he was seen by dl the above-mentioned groups as a person that could address their grievances. Bardanes, who belonged

to the class of the landowners and was an iconophile, held the office of of the theme of Anatolikon. At the same time he had
also been appointed of the five themes of Asia Minor, to ensure greater efficiency in the waging of Byzantine military

operations against the Arabsin a period when the tension between the two enemies had intensified following Nikephoros' refusal to

continue paying the annual tribute that was agreed between Empress Eirene and a-Mahdi in 782.3This further improved
Bardanes generally successful politica profile, already since Empress Eirene’s reign, and it served well his personal ambitions to

ascend to the imperial throne.* Beyond the circle of the landed nobility and high-ranking military officials, Bardanes was particularly
popular among the army, because of his fairness in the distribution of loot. The Byzantine armed forces saw in Bardanes a person
who could to ameliorate their condition; thus, either following a plan, or of their own accord, they finally rebelled against Nikephoros
I. Itislesslikely that the aim of the rebellion was the restoration of imperial legitimacy, which had been overturn with Eirene’s

overthrow.>
2. Therebellion of Bardanes Tourkos

2.1. The outbreak of therebellion

On July 19, 8036 the armed forces of four out of the five themes of Asia Minor (those of Thrakesion, Anatolikon, Opsikionand
Boukellarion) rebelled against Nikephoros | andproclaimed Bardanes, the then strategos of the theme of Anatolikon, emperor. This

took place probably in the theme of Anatolikon and more specifically in its capital, the city of Amorion, where the Byzantine forces
were ralied probably in order to launch a military offensive against the Arabs. Only the theme of Armeniakon remained loyal to the

emperor, probably because of its customary policy of not siding with the theme of Anatolikon in times of internal strife,® or because
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its troops had not had enough time to join the rest of the armed forces;? it is also possible that Bardanes had participated in the
crushing of the rebellion in the theme of Armeniakon in 793, and the memory of this event discouraged the thematic army from siding

with him.10

Having been placed in charge of the rebellious army, Bardanes moved north and, following the roadthat leads to Nicomedia, he
reached Chrysopolis, opposite the capital of Constantinople. There he set up camp for eight days, hoping that his rebellion would
attract supporters and catise unrest against the emperor in Constantinople.! His hopes were disproved, however, and the reception
he received was rather lukewarm; as aresult he was forced to return empty handed to Malagina, an important military supply post in
the area of the theme of Opsikion, expecting to find support from the troops stationed there. The emperor, however, had in the
meantime dispatched his forces against Bardanes. At this crucial turning point he was abandoned by two of his closest associates, the
future emperors Leo the Armenianand Michael Traulos, who defected to the imperial camp. Of those in his close circle only Thomas
the Slav, the later iconophile rebel, remained loyal to Bardanes to the end.

2.2. Suppression of therebellion

This negative turn of events, following Bardanes' failure to secure wider support, was compounded by the treachery of his close
associates, leaving him with very limited options. In order to avoid a bloody clash with the imperial army, but also before it became
too late for himself, he decided to renounce the rebellion and surrender himself, requesting of the emperor the appropriate assurances
for his persona safety. The negotiations were conducted through Joseph, abbot in the monastery of Katharoi, and they were
successful. More specifically, Nikephoros sent Bardanes a document, signed by the then Patriarch of Constantinople, Tarasios, and
severa ,with which he reassured him and his collaborators that no punishment was to be imposed on them following their
surrender. This document was accompanied by the emperor’s golden cross, which conferred every possible formal vaidity on it.
Convinced of Nikephoros' benign intentions, on September 8, 803 Bardanes Tourkos left his army at Malagina and travelling through
Nicaeaand the northern coasts of Lake Ascania, he reached the monastery of Herakleios, in Ciusof Bithynia. 12From there he
boarded a ship sent by the emperor, destined to the monastery that Bardanes himself had earlier established on the island of Proti.
While he was still aboard that vessel he was tonsured a monk, taking on the name Savvas, an act which formally signals the end of the
rebellion.

3. Consequences

Immediately after the suppression of the rebellion, Emperor Nikephoros removed Bardanes from the position of strategos of the
theme of Anatolikon and monostrategos of the themes of Asia Minor, while he also confiscated part of his personal property.’3
Soon after, in December of 803,'%a group of soldiers from Lykaonialanded on the island of Prote and blinded Bardanes. The order
to blind him probably originated from the emperor himself,° although later, under pressure by Patriarch of Constantinople Tarasios
and the Senate, Nikephoros publicly declared that he had no personal involvement in the matter.16

Apart from the leader of the rebellion, however, the emperor also punished those that supported him: he arrested the strategoi of the
four themes that helped him, while he refused to pay the soldiers of the themes for one year. He aso banished
Euthymios,metropolitan of Sardis, Eudoxos, metropolitan of Amorionand Theophylaktos,metropolitan of Nicomedia, to Pantellaria
(off the coasts of Sicily) for they had supported the rebel. On the contrary, he generously rewarded the two partners of Bardanes that
finally sided with him: Nikephoros appointed Leo the Armenian of the and Michael of the theme
of Anatolikon, while he also gave to both residences in Constantinople. Furthermore, three years later Nikephoros restored the abbot
Joseph to his clerical office, from which he had been removed because he had blessed the marriage of Emperor Constantine VI with
his mistress, Theodote. On the surface this was a reward for the help Joseph had offered in dealing with Bardanes’ rebellion. In truth
Nikephoros thus imposed his will dynamically in the area of ecclesiastical law.

Apart from the immediate consequences of this rebellion on the lives of its protagonists, it also impacted somewhat the empire’s
military readiness. in a period when the Arabs had resumed their raids into the eastern provinces, Nikephoros was unable to focus on
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beating them back effectively, being preoccupied with dealing with internal challenges to his rule.1” Y et these consequences were
rather limited, given that Bardanes rebellion never deteriorated into a full-fledged civil war, being suppressed after only two months
and without any bloody battles. At any rate, precisely its short duration reveals that it rather failed to appeal to the majority of the

AsiaMinor troops.1®

1. Kaegi,W. E., Byzantine Military Unrest 471-843 (Amsterdam 1981), p. 245.

2. Kovvrovpa-Tardkn Exeovipa, “H enoviotacn tov Bapdavn Tovpkov”, Zouusicra 5 (1983), p. 207-211, seesin Bardanes a representative of the
landowners, who rebels to defend his class' rights.

3. According to thistreaty, the annual tribute owed by the Byzantines to the Arabs amounted to 70,000 (or 90,000) denarii.

4. The Byzantine forces mention that Bardanes, accompanied by Leo, Michael and Thomas the Slav and before expressing any intentions to rebel,
visited amonk close to Philomelion, famous for his prophetic powers, and revealed his plansto him. It is said that the monk not only foresaw the final
failure of the rebellion, but also the future of histhree followers. For the various versions in the sources see Mavpopdtn-Katoovyiavvorodrov X., «H
EMAVAGTAGT TOV 6TPATNYOD Bapddvn 6Tic GUYYpOVES Kol LETOYEVEGTEPES APNYNUATIKEG TNYEG», BuCavtiva 10 (1980), pp. 220-224. Kaegi, W.E.,
Byzantine Military Unrest 471-843 (Amsterdam 1981), p. 245, uses this reference to suggest Bardanes' early aspirationsto imperial power. Niavis, P.
E., The Reign of the Byzantine Emperor Nicephorus| (AD 802-811) (Iotopwég Movoypapieg 3, Athens 1987), p. 62, on the contrary, notes that thisis
probably a subsequent fabrication to describe Leo V and Michael |1’s ascent to the throne, and therefore provides no reliable evidence on which to
base any hypothesis.

5. According to Treadgold, W. T., The Byzantine Revival 780-842 (Stanford 1988), p. 131, Bardanes alleged that he was acting on behalf of the
deposed Empress Eirene, when, notwithstanding his unwillingness to participate in arebellion against Nikephoros I, his troops proclaimed him
emperor.

6. Hollingsworth, P. A., "Bardanes Tourkos", The Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium 1 (New York - Oxford 1991), p. 255, dates this event to July 18.

7. Turner, D., "The origins and accession of Leo V (813-820)", Jahrbuch der Osterreichischen Byzantinistik 40 (1990), p. 174 believesthat the
rebellion broke out at Malagina, basing this on the fact that the Byzantine sources use the verb ‘vrootpépew’ (which he translates as ‘he returned to
whence he set off’) to describe Bardanes’ move from Chrysopolis, where he wasright after the outbreak of his rebellion, to Malagina.

8. Kaegi, W.E., Byzantine Military Unrest 471-843 (Amsterdam 1981), p. 246.

9. Turner, D., "The origins and accession of Leo V (813-820)", Jahrbuch der Osterreichischen Byzantinistik 40 (1990), p. 174; Treadgold, W. T., The
Byzantine Revival 780-842 (Stanford 1988), p. 131.

10. Biwsidov Bactiik - Kovvrovpa Ereovipo. - Aopmakng Z. - Aovyyig T. - ZapBidng A., H Mikpé Aoia twv Osudrov. Epevvec mave oty
YEQYPOPIKI] PVGIOYVOULC. Kol TpoowToypagia twv folavivay Osudrwv e Mikpag Aaiag (Tog-11 og ai.) (Epsvvntikn Bifhiodnkn 1, Anva 1998), p.
209.

11. During Bardanes' stay at Chrysopolis the death of Empress Eirene became known on the island of Lesbos (she succumbed to an illness on
August 8, 803); according to Treadgold W. T., The Byzantine Revival 780-842 (Stanford 1988), p. 132, this negated Bardanes an excuse for his
rebellion, i.e. the pretence that he was defending the deposed Eirene.

12. Turner, D., "The origins and accession of Leo V (813-820)", Jahrbuch der Osterreichischen Byzantinistik 40 (1990), p. 176, mentions that the
abbot at the monastery of Herakleios obeying Emperor Nikephoros' command, did not allow Bardanes to remain there or become tonsured a monk.

13. Treadgold, W. T., The Byzantine Revival 780-842 (Stanford 1988), p. 132.

14. Treadgold, W. T., The Byzantine Revival 780-842 (Stanford 1988), p. 134, dates the blinding of Bardanes to 804.
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15. Kovvrovpo-Tordxn, Ereovdpa, “H enoviotacn tov Bapddvn Tovpkov”, Zouusicra 5 (1983), pp. 213-214, believes that Nikephoros' implicationin
thisis certain. On the contrary, Treadgold, W. T., The Byzantine Revival 780-842 (Stanford 1988), pp. 134-135, thinksit is possible that the
Lycaonians acted on their own accord, for Bardanes had been neutralized and there was no reason for the emperor to incite animosity against himself
by ordering his opponents’ blinding.

16. Turner, D., "The origins and accession of Leo V (813-820)", Jahrbuch der Osterreichischen Byzantinistik 40 (1990), p. 176.

17. Niavis, P. E., The Reign of the Byzantine Emperor Nicephorus | (AD 802-811) (Iotopucéc Movoypagieg 3, Athens 1987), pp. 203-207.

18. Biwsidov Baothiki - Kovvrovpa Exeovipo - Aopmakng Z. - Aovyyig T. - ZapBidng A., H Mikpé Acia twv Osudrov. Epevvec mave oty
YEWYPOPIKI PUOLOYVWUIO, KO TPOGOTOYpapio. twv folavtivey Oeudtwv tne Mikpag Aoiag (Tog-11og ai.) (Epguvntuch BifAodnin 1, A6nva 1998), p. 51.
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Turner D., "The origins and accession of Leo V (813-820)", Jahrbuch der Osterreichischen Byzantinistik,
40, 1990, 171-203
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[Mwocdpto :

caliph
The supreme religious and political authority of Muslims, considered successor of Muhammad (Arabic: khalifa= deputy). He was the head of the
Caliphate, the religious state of the Arabs.

Foederati

Late Antiquity: Originally alies of the Roman Empire, of barbaric origin, to whom settlement on imperial territory was allowed in exchange for
providing military service; later on, in the 6th C., the term designated distinguished military units.

Byzantium: from the 7th C. onwards, Foideratoi (from the lat. foederati) was the name of the oldest tourma of the theme of Anatolikon.
kapnikon

A hearth tax, first attested in the soursesin the early 9th C. as atax imposed on the dependant peasants. Its name derived from «kapnos» (smoke), as
it was levied on each family unit, considered as a hearth.

komes tes kortes

ZOUTANPDOCTE TNV TEPLYPAPT| OTNV YADCSA LETAPPAONG
logothetes tou genikou

ZVUTANPDOCTE TNV TEPLYPAPT| OTNV YADCSA LETAPPAONG
monostrategos

A term used in Byzantine sources to denote a theme's general when the latter, apart from leading his own troops, aso took command of
neighbouring themes, either to better organise defence in a broad front or to conduct offensive operations under a unified command.

paroikos
(Byz.) Dependent peasants, usually on estates of large landowners or on ecclesiastical estates.

senator, the (1. Roman, 2. Byzantine)

1. A Roman body of men that originally advised the king and then the consuls; Heredity was not the only means of joining the senate and “new men”
or novi homines could become part of it; Augustus revised the senate and | eft the body with less power and bolstered hereditary claims as a means
to enter the senate; it continued to make laws and conferred powers on new emperors.

2. Member of the senate. The senate, aroman institution transferred from Rome to Constantinople by Constantine | during the Byzantine period was
an advisory body whose rights and responsibilities were not clearly defined. It was consisted of imperial officers coming from the upper and were
ranked according to hierarchical levels: viri illustri (perfectus praetoriae and the magister), viri spectabili (proconsul, vicarius and the comes), viri
clarissimi (consul praetoriae) and viri perfectissimi (praeses and duces). Since the 6th c. AD anew title was established for the upper officers (viri
gloriosi). The yearsthat followed officials were entitled to officers regardless their position as senators or if they were about to be admitted to this
body.

strategos ("genera")

During the Roman period his duties were mainly political. Office of the Byzantine state’s provincial administration. At first the title was given to the
military and political administrator of the themes, namely of the big geographic and administrative unities of the Byzantine empire. Gradually thetitle
lost its power and, already in the 11th century, strategoi were turned to simple commanders of military units, responsible for the defence of aregion.

tourmarch
Civilian and military commander of atourma, subdivision of atheme.

[nyég
Wahlgren, S. (ed.), Symeonis Magistri et Logothetae Chronicon (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 44/1, Berlin-New York 2006), p.
205.26-37.
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De Boor, C. (ed.), Theophanis Chronographia (Leipzig 1883) pp. 479.15-480.3; 480.15-481.1.
Bekker, I. (ed.), Theophanes Continuatus (Corpus Scriptorum Historiae Byzantinae, Bonn 1838) pp. 8.12-10.19.

Thurn, I. (ed.), loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae, Series berolinensis 5, Berlin-New York 1973)
pp. 9.90-11.61.

[Mopabépata

The rebellion of Bardanes Tourkos

Baddvng 8¢, 6 matiklog Kal oTeatn YOS TV AVaToAu@y, 1o énikAnv TovEKog, dvnyoQevin PactAelc VIO TV TEQATIKWV
Oepdtwyv. 8¢ ye To0TO TOAAX Tt TioATo, dradoaoat de pr) duvnOeic, Bix kKateAbwv v XpuoomdAey, eita GpoPnOeic tov Oedv,
unmwe dU avtov yévntoal odayt) Xototiavov, AaBwv magd Nikndogov Adyov anabdeiag vurktog AdBoa tod Aaod HAOe mEog v
poviv HoaxAeiov év 1@ KatafoAw kal magevOu yéyove povoxdc. €0xopévou d¢ avto dix ToL 0TaAévtog BactAtkov xeAavtiov &v
) Iowtn vijow &ig T0 povaotrolov avTov, O v aUTOG TEOKATATKEVATAS, TVPAODTAL AVKAOVWY TLVOV TOUTO UTIO YVWHITV TOD
Baoléws momodvtwv. d10 Kal €l tf) TolavTn VmokpioeL wg dMOev AVT) ocvoxeOels mavtag ned’ dorwv EmMANEoPpOQEL dvaltiov
elva ToL TOLOVTOL dPAHATOG.

Wahlgren, S. (ed.), Symeonis Magistri et Logothetae Chronicon (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 44/1, Berlin-New York 2006), p.
205.26-37.

An account of the rebellion of Bardanes Tourkos by a contemporary Byzantine chronographer

) 0¢ 10" tov TovAilov uNvag, NUéEa d', WEa a', Baedavng, 6 matEiklog Kat ateatyds TV AvaTtoAk@y, O émikAnv Tovokog,
avnyoQev O eic PaciAéa DTIO TV TEQATIKWY OeHATWV' 60TIC TOAAX TAQALTNOAUEVOS DADQATAL AVTOVS OVK IOXVTEV. KAl
kateABwv €wg XouoomdAews kat mepLmoAevoac Nuéoag ' Kat pn dexOeic LTTO TG MOAews VTéoTEEYEV Ewg TV MaAayivwv.
dopnOeic d¢ Tov 0oV Kal Aoyloduevog, uimote O adToOV odaryr) yévntal Xolotiavwy, anooteidag mog Nikndogov kat Aafwv
Adyov évundypadov EE dloyxeigov avtov, v @ kal TapAolog, 6 AyLdTATOC TATELAQXNS, KAl TTavTES ol matoiktol kabvTéyoaav,
Wote ABAaPn avTov datnEenOnvatl kal ARV KAl TAVTAG TOLG TLV AUTE, T 1’ ToL LemtepBiov UNvog ea pecovuktiov Adboa
dtadoag katnABev €v 1) Kie ¢ Blbvviag eig v povi)v 100 HoakAelov, kat evowv t0 &moAvOév xeAdvdlov To0 PaociAéwg Emi
TOUTQ ATEKAQOT) Kol €vedVOATO OTOATV HoVadIKNV, kal eloeABwv €v avt annABev év i) vijow ) Aeyouévr I, év)
0LKOdOUNOAG TV LOVATTIQOLOV, 0lOpEVOS OTL aideoOnjoetaL TOV GoPeQov AGYov, OV €dwkev avt® 6 magaroyotns Nukndoog, kat ov
ur) BAGPeL adTOV £v 00deVL. 6 D& TEWTOV UEV YUHUVOL AVTOV TN VTOOTATEWS AVTOV, Kol APOoQUNS doalduevog mavTag Twv Oepudtwv
TOUG AQXOVTAS KAl KTHTOQAGS, TIVAGS dE Kal £k TS PATIADOG TOAEWC, NXHAAWTEVOEY, TOV D OTEATOV ATAVTH AQOYEVTOV ElXOEV.

De Boor, C. (ed.), Theophanis Chronographia (Leipzig 1883), pp. 479.15-480.3.
Bardanes Tourkos is blinded

0 0¢ undémote &v unNdevi pvAdéag aAndeiav Nikndpooog Avkaovag tvag, i AvkavBemovg, OHOYVOUOVAS Kat Opddoovag
amooteidag eig v ITowtnv ééAevoe vukTog emPrval T vijow kat Tov meoeen0évta éktudpAwoal Bagdaviov, wg dndev
AYVOoOUVTOG AVTOD, Kol HETA TO QA UA TTRQOTPUYELV TT) EKKANOLA. TOVTOUL D¢ YeYOVOTOG O T TATOLAQXTG KAl 1) OUYKANTOG dEVQG
NAynoav kol mavteg ot popovpevol Tov 0edv. 6 8¢ magavopwtatog Pactrets Nikndoog 60kolg Toug &v téAet Avkdovag, TO dokely,
émelnTeL aveAely, apuvvaoOat oxnuatillopevog, 0 mavta kat EmidelEv del, kal undév kata OOV MEATTWV. NV YOO AVTQ HETA TV
AOLTIOV TTAQAVOHLWV KAl TO TOLODTOV TNG YVWUNG é€alpetov Wiwpa, dU 00 kai o tn¢ PaciAeiag mToAAOLS NmAaTnoEe. TATV
YeAOLOTATOG TV TOIG €000V AKQLPAS TO EMITNOEVUA, DOTE KAKEIVOV dvoudela TOAAT LeCOPWEVOV TO HLAQWTATOV AVTOD
MEOTWTOV Ael, TOTE AMEOITOV YeVETOaL EMiNuéQag C' <€mi> ToL BATIALKOD KOLTWVOG dOA WS KAAVOULELWLOMEVOVY, Emel Kal
GLOKOG AVTGH YLVALKOIN TEOTTITAY dAKQLA, & TOIS TTOAAOIS TV GAVAWV KAl PevdoxENOTOoLS TEooelvaL TTEPUKEV. AAA" 0K
éAaBe tovg ToAAOVC.

De Boor, C. (ed.), Theophanis Chronographia (Leipzig 1883), pp. 480.15-481.1.
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An account of the rebellion of Bardanes Tourkos by a subsequent Byzantine chronographer

Xxalpewv o0V elmwV TOiG €kelvov AdYoLg, T1) Evveakadekaty Tov TovAlov Unvog g L' LVIKTIOVOS KaTd ToL BactAevovtog
Nwndooov xetpa ovvabgoloag MOAANY, kal ta VP’ EavTov Téooapa Béuata Tolg EavToL AGYOLS DTTAYAYWV, TWV AQUEVIAKOV
XWOLG (001 Y&Q VTELEav aLTR), TG EMAVAOTTATEWS AOXETAL EUIOEL HEV OVV TOTE TOV NikndOov T0 UTIIK0OV TQ) BaeL TLeCopeVoV
TV dMNUOCIWV TEAQV, 0 YEYOVE WS KAl APOQLT) Kol CUVIQOUOV EKEVE TNG EMAVAOTATEWS YEYOVE D€ TLKAL E€TEQOV ALTIOV. G YAQ
Kata twv Ayaonvav 6 Bagdaviog nvdoayddnoev kal tg Yevopévng moAANg Aaduoaywyiag ducala moovoia memoinke v
dtavounyv, KatdAANAa toig dywviCopévolg €v moAéuw dAA’ ol kata meodowmnov T dBAa mobeig, £dofe kal faoiAeiag TovTolg
a&log petadaxeiv. 60ev dvapenOeic dnuooia Gwvr) PactAevs, kat TOAADV AAAWY ATTOAAVOEWV TE Kal YeQwV £k TOD drjuov
katallwOelc, wg Kal vaov Em’ OvouatL avToL dveyelgal te kal kataokevaoal, v ént Nucoundeiav pégovoav 1jet 000v. dAA’
anoxewoav kal EPAUAAOV O PaciAedwv Nikndogog dVvapLY EKoTEATEVTAS, Kol TeQL TOD HEAAOVTOG DVOEATILY TOMOAG AVTOV T
MANOEL TOV AVTITIAQATTONEVWY, EMELTEV AVTOV OLYYVWHNV PpOdoavta EEattrioacOat. dott pév Yoo Aéwv &t d¢ kat MuxanA
ATIOQOVEVTEG TIOG PaoiAéa, ABAOV O LEV TNV PoeQATWV Kal BATIALKOV 0lKOV TOD ZVwVos Kal tov AaytoBéa, 6 O& TV Thg KOQTNG
KOHUNTOG AoX1V Kal 1oL Kaglavob olkov ameveykApevoL ovk Ayabd Goovelv adTov TeQL EaVTOL mMeTomKaoty. 60ev avt® te kail
T A0Q CLYYVOHUNV ALTOVpEVOGS €k BacAéws péxot twv MaAayivwv Oméotoedev: kakel ToUg TG amadelag Adyovg deEApevos kai
TO XQUOODV OTAVEIdIOV, 6 Tt To0 Niknd6Qov PooVEVOV AVTH ATECTAATO TEOC ACPAAELAV Te KAl TOTWOLV, TEOS TV TOD
HooaxAeiov poviv viktwe, 1oV Owpav HOvov ouykvduvevovia éXxwv, ATEPLYEV, TOV THS KePAATG KOOHOV adatonoat oTtovdalwv.
KAl O HEV TNG HOVIG TROETTWS TOVTO DOXTAL TODTOV OV TLVEXWQEL AUTOG d¢ 1) 1) TepLeLwvvuTto omabrn tov mMAdKapov avTo
APeA@V, Kal mevixeav €00 Ta apupLacapevog, eixeto tg meog v ITewtnv vijoov moeiag, évOa d1) ToVTw KTHHA KAAWS
TEMOVILEVOV EVNV, KAl O PACIAEDG EKeL HEVELY TTEQLWOLOUEVOV ETTETOEYEV. EKELOE YOUV TteQatwBels, katl Tag cuviBels eDXAS KAl TO
TV povaxwv Oelov oxfua defdpevos, petwvouaodn Zappac, dywvac AoknTikoLe TOAAOLS EVOEIKVUUEVOC. OV TOAD TO &V Héow,
Kal Tveg v €k e Avkaoviag avt émbéuevol kal momoavteg €Qnuov Twv 0PpOaANY, YvwoeL katl eidrjoet Tov BactAevovtog,
TV ToL 000 TTRoodevyoLOL Bei Kal HeyaAw vaq: kal TéAog eixev kai 1 mEdENoLS ToL 10 PrAopiAov évdattwpévou
HOVALOVTOG. AAA €KETVOGS LEV (WG EVEQYETALS AVTOIG ETTEVEAILEVOG TNG OKATIQOTEQAG ElXETO AYwYTG, 0IvoL Te Kal ix0vwv kai éAatov
OAOOXEQWG ATIEXOUEVOS, YUUVIV TE del PEQwV TNV KePAATV Kol TOUG £aVTOD TTOdAG, KAV €L TIG 0PODOOTEQOG EYEYOVEL XELUWYV. ETLOE
povox{TwV dLeTéAel, T O€QeL LLEV DEQUATLVOV XLTOVA AUPLEVVOLEVOS, TQ XELUWVL OE TOlX VoV TteLBaAAopevoc. €Cn 0& oV oLtivaw,
KQLONG d¢ AAeVEW EYQUOLAV TTOLWV. Kol 0UTw TAQETEUTEY TOV ExLTOD Bilov, dapkéoag éwg 0 Aéwv Thg PaociAeiag éyéveto
£YKQATNG. ATIOKAQT VAL O Kkal TV éavToL oVUBLoV Aopvikav dpa Buyatol kat Tolg éavtod matoly év T iw oikw émoinoev,
petovopdoag avtiv ABavaciav, &mavta dnNAadt) 1OV TAODTOV diaxve(Hag TTwyoIG.

Bekker, I. (ed.), Theophanes Continuatus (CSHB, Bonn 1838), pp. 8.12-10.19.
John Skylitzes describes the incident with the monk foretelling the fate of Bardanes Tourkos

AvNo TS TV ayav dapavav Bagdaviog tovvoua, Tobgkog v mpoonyopiav, év Tolg MEWTOLS TG CUYKATTOV TEA®V, TATOLKLOTNTL
TETIUNUEVOG Kol DOUETTIKOG TUY XAVWYV TWV OXOAQV TG AVATOANG, del TuEEaVIdL peAet@y émBéoOal kai T Pactdeiag, el
dvvatto, yevéoOat Eykoatng kai évavTiolg dx mavtog PaAAoevos Aoylopoic kol pAeyduevog pév 0o oL g Pactideiag égwtog,
dedLwg ¢ Katl PEIoTWV TEOG TO TOV CUUTEQATHUATOS AdNAOV, €melneg émVOeTO kAT TO PLAOpIALOV EYKAELOTOV TIVa elval povaXov
QAQETNG T& &lg AoV EANAakOTa Kkal TTROAEYeLY Tar péAAovTa PNV Exovia, EyvakeL déov eivat kovwoaoBal tovTe T0 BovAevpa
Kal TV €€ avTov déEaoOat kplowy. okepapevog & 0UTws kal okNMPApEVOS kKuvryéolov ned” éavtod te AaPwv tov Aéovta, O
EVTQEMELAV TE TIQOTWTIOL KAL YEVVAIOV KATAOTNHA KAl TO TOAAOIG EUTQEP oL TOALTIKOIG TQOTEQTATLY DTINQETODVTA TE VT Kol
TV IMMTOKOUWV KATAQXOVTQ, 0LV TOUTR & kal MixamA tov £ Apwlov TOV TQaVAGY, OV TIROELTOUEV, Kal Tiva TTROG TovTol Owpay
EAxovTa pév O Yévog €€ Agueviwy, TNV oiknowv 8" éxovta katd v Alpvnv tov I'alovod, To mapendHeVoV avT@m ToAD mAR00¢ év
TIVL TOTW TQOOHEVELY TTAQAYYEIAAS, AVTOC HETH TOV elQNUEVOV AVOQWY TOV PWAEOV KATAAAUBAVEL TOD HOVAXOD, TIQOG EKEIVOV Te
HOVOG eloeABWV KOLVOUTOL TX THG HEAETNG. Kol O LOVAXOG TOVTWV ONOEVTLV aUT@ VOVE Te ATETQETE TV dEDOYUEVWV Kal
JLEHAQTVQETO, WG, €L UM TTELOOELS ATTOOXOLTO TOD 0KOTIOD, T T€ PGS TV OlkelwV OPOAAUDV ATTOBAAETTAL KAl TEQLOVTIAG EKTITWOLY
vmootoetat ToTwv ONOEVTWV 0 oToaTN YOS ABupia Te Kateox €01 MOAAT Kal HikQoD delV KAl ATV EEE0TNKWS EYEVETO TV
boevav. Spws T ouviiBoug amodoBeiong evXNG, kal LHEAAOVTOG ATALQELY TION TOD OTEATI YOV, KAL TODU (MTOV, ( EMWXELTO,
duxkopo0évTog, ob OV HéV XaAwov kateixev 6 MixanA, v d¢ de&av g Edeotoidog Baov 6 Owpag, 6 0¢ Aéwv aveBaotalev
avapatvovia ToV (Mmov TV 0TEATN YOV, TEOKUTTWY &k THS Buidog O povaxog kal dvwOev katdwv Tovg &dvdoag UmootEédeLy
&icéAeve TOV Bagddviov. 6 d¢ peta megiyaeiag édéEato NV aAvakAnow kat Oattov 1) Adyog amoPag To (mmov eioelot dgopaiog
TEOG TOV HOVALOVTa, TEOODOKT oS KATAOVULOV TL AkoVTeTOaL. €YYoV dE TODTOV TAALY TTAQACTIIOOUEVOS «OOL HEV, O OTQATIYE»,
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£€0n 0 povaotg, «kal ALV cUpPoLAeVW Kal TagaLv@, UNd’ elc éVOULOV BAWG dyaryelv Ta BefovAevpéva, 1) unv eidéval, wg
TEWOIG Te OUUATWV Kal ovoiag ddaigeois éPetal ool ol dE el dvdoeg ol koploavtéc oot tov (mMmov, 6 Te peTewploag oe
£moxeloBat LEAAOVTA TEWTOG, Kol O TOV XAALVOV 0& kaTéxwv devTeQog A petal g PactAeiag, Kal 0 ToiTog O TV ToL de€L0D oov
TOd0G PATLY KATEXWV ETUTEVEETAL LEV AVAQONOEWG, OV UV Ye kal BactAelag, AAA’ oikTioTw Bavatw KataotoéPel O (v». TODTWY
axovoag 6 Bapddaviog év yéAwt ta AeAeypéva €tiBeto kal TG €l T povaxe petémmtev UmoANPews, vl Oeomedmov Kat TV
HEAAOVTWV TEOPAETITIKOD YON T TOVTOV ATIOKAAQV kAl UNdevog TV €é0eaBat HEAAOVTWY TROYVWOTIKOV, CUAAOYLLOUEVOS, WG
£lic6g, ATO TS TOV TEOTWTWY TOLOTNTOG Kol Kakilwv TV eOQENoLy, el 0 LEV AVNQ TATEIKIOG KAl €6 TOV TV dopeotikwy Opovov
KkekaB ke kat mAelotnv 6onv dvvauy mepleCwopévog Kal YEVous AapumEov Kat olkiag Emipavovg AoToxoeL ToD EPeToD, AvdQEeg
0¢ adpavels kat Onrevovtes kat und’ einelv €xovreg, €€ olwv Epuvoav TV MEoYOVwY, €l O PaciAetov avayxBelev Dog. oUTw d&
duamatéag Kat puKTNOloag T AeyYOUEVA EMAVELTL TTOOG TNV OlKElAV AQXNV KAl TOlG CLVWHOTaLS dtaAexOels avtaioet Xelpa kata
00 BaoAéws (Nknpdeog 1V O Ao yevik@Vv tag Nviag tote g Pacidelag IBVVWV) Xelpd te 00V wg TAeiotnV aboioag kat
BaoiAevg avayopevBeic mepl BlOvviav otoatomedevetal. kai 0 BactAeve &QTL TNV kivnow tov Bagdaviov pepadnrws a&ioxoewv
avT® Enadinot dvvauv. cvgoalatl d¢ HeAAOVTWV AAATIAOLS TOV OTOATEVHATWYV OLYYVWOUNV 0 Bagddviog éEattel kal apvnotiav
KAKOV, TV avT@ Evwpotws 6 Nikndogog mageoxnkws v M) vijow Ipwt eic tov éxeloe prromovnOévia avt@ dyQov UTTeQdQLOV
TiOnotL. xoovog oV MOAUG, Kat otoatiwTal Tives €k Avkaoviag elt’ €€ olkelog 6N, elte Kal oD PaciAéws adavag Emokpavtog,
Erubépevol T Ay tov Bagddviov éxtupAovot kai 1) peyaAr tod 0eod npoodevyovoty ekkAnoia. Aéwv d¢ kail MixanA kol
BOwuag, ws épapev, T Bagdaviw diakovodvteg, s otdoews avadOelong @ Bactdel mpooexwonoav Nikndoow, wv o pév Aéwv
TOD TV PoWEQATWV NYEUWV Avedelx O taypatos, MixanA &’ 6 ToavAog Ty Tob KOUNTOG KOQTNG AoXTV éyxewiletal, Owuag d& katl
HEXOL TEAOLG TV TOTLY TQ Olkelw deOTIOTN TNOWV dLEHELVEV.

Thurn I. (ed.), loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (CFHB 5, Berlin-New York 1973), pp. 9.90-11.61.
Xpovordyto

October 31, 802: Nikephoros I ascends to the imperial throne

July 19, 803: The troops of Asia Minor rebel and proclaim Bardanes Tourkos emperor

August 8, 803: The exiled Empress Eirene dies on Lesbos

September 8, 803: Bardanes Tourkos’ rebellion is suppressed

late in 803: Bardanes Tourkos is blinded



