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[Mepiinym :
On September 788, the Arabsinvaded Asia Minor. The invaders clashed with the Byzantine troops from the themes of Anatolikon and of Opsikion
in abattle near Kopidnadon (probably at Podandos of Cappadocia). The battle ended victoriously for the Arabs. The Byzantines were defeated with

heavy losses, and tourmarches Diogenes, official of the theme of Anatolikon, waskilled.
Xpovoroynon

September 788
lewypopikdg Evromopog

Podandos of Cappadocia

1. Historical framework

After the defeat by the Arabsin the summer of 782 in Bithynia, the empress Eirene Athenaia was forced, at the same year, to sign a
treaty with humiliating terms for the empire.l According to them, Byzantium was obliged to pay to the Arabs 90.000 gold pieces
every April and 70.000 every June. In return, the latters were bound not to undertake their “established” annual invasionsin the
Byzantine territories of AsiaMinor.

The peace lasted for three years. In 785 the empress decided to stop the payments towards the Arabs. The reasons behind this
decision were probably her conviction that the treaty was not necessary any more and her desire to get rid of its humiliating terms
before proceeding to a clash with the iconoclasts.? The result of this action was the reprisal of the annual Arab invasions to the
borderline regions. During the summer of the same year, the Arabs invaded the theme of Armeniakon, whereas in 786 the Byzantines
destroyed the frontier castle of Adata that the Arabs had abandoned.

The new Hariin ar-Rashid did not show in the early years of his reign a great interest in continuing the hostilities against the
Byzantine lands of Asia Minor, and the first invasions that he organized were of a small scale. However, during the summer of 788, a
strong enough Arab expeditionary corps invaded through the Cilician Gates against the frontier regions of the theme of Anatolikon.®
Military forces from the themes of Anatolikon and of Opsikion hastened to withhold the invaders and, on September 788, they
clashed together in the battle at Podandos, near the Cilician Gates.

2. The battle

The place where the battle took place is referred to in the sources as Kopidnadon. This name is not attested from other sources and
the most likely identification is with the city of Podandos in Cappadocia; Podandos was actually atown near the western exit of the

passage of the Cilician Gates.® It seems, thus, that the reaction of the Byzantines was immediate.

The battle ended with the victory of the Arabs. The Byzantines suffered heavy losses in both soldiers and officials of the themes.
These thematic force comprised aso soldiers from the , who had enlisted voluntarily in these themes, after Eirene had fired
them from the tagmata in 786. The most important |oss for the Byzantines was, according to the sources, the death of Diogenes, of a
capable and brave of the theme of Anatolikon.

3. Consequences
The immediate consequences of the battle at Podandos and of the defeat of the Byzantines by the Arabs were not important. From

the sources we can deduct that the losses of the Byzantines were great, but not dramatic. We do not have any information about
extensive plundering of the region from the side of the Arabs, maybe because of the immediate reaction of the Byzantine troops. It
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seems, thus, that it was yet another annual invasion of the Arabs, without any particular consequences for the populations and the
lands of the region.

A more important consequence of the battle and of the defeat of the Byzantines was, judging from the sources, the death of the
tourmarch Diogenes. The loss of a brave and capable officer must have weakened the army of the Anatolikon and bent the moral of
the soldiers. Iterestigly, according to some scholars, there was also a collateral effect of thisloss: the birth of the legend of Digenes
Akritas, who had asits historical core and substratum the facts of the battle on September 788 and the death of the tourmarch

Diogenes.”

1. Délger, F., Regesten der Kaiserurkunden des Ostrémischen Reiches 1 (Munich-Berlin 1924), p. 340, erroneously dates the signing of the treaty in
781.

2. Treadgold, W.T., The Byzantine Revival 780-842 (Stanford 1988), pp 78-79.

3. Lilig, R-J., Byzanz unter Eirene und Konstantin VI. (780-802) (Berliner Byzantinische Studien 2, Frankfurt am Main 1996), pp 245, 320, dates the
battlein 788/9.

4. H. Grégoire, “ Autour de Digénes Akritas”, Byzantion 7 (1932), p. 287-288, was the first one to identify the unknown placename with
Podandos; according to him, the name “Kopidnadon” (which does not appear in any other sources) was due to a mispronunciation of
the phrase “Ko(me) Podandon” (mean. "the village Podandon")

5. However, Beck, H.-G., Geschichte der Byzantinischen Volksliteratur (Miinchen 1971), p. 85, questioned the origin of the akritic epic songs from the
legend of the tourmarch Diogenes.

BiAoypaopia :

Lilie R.J., Die byzantinische Reaktion auf die Ausbreitung der Araber Studien zur Strukturwandlung des
byzantinischen Staates im 7. und 8. Jahrhundert, Miinchen 1976, Miscellanea Byzantina Monacensia 22

Ocopavng, Xpovoypapia, de Boor, C. (ed.), Theophanis Chronographia, Leipzig 1883
Treadgold W.T., The Byzantine Revival 780-842, Stanford — California 19838

Arvites J. A., "The Defense of Byzantine Anatolia during the Reign of Irene (780-802)", Mitchell, S. (ed.),
Armies and Frontiersin Roman and Byzantine Anatolia, Oxford 1983, BAR International Series 156, 219-
237

LilieR.J., Byzanz unter Eirene und Konstantin VI. (780-802), Frankfurt am Main 1996, Berliner
Byzantinische Studien 2

Xprotorromoviov A., "Kpiciuot ypovor 642-802", laropia tov EAAnvikod Efvouvg, 8, Abnva 1979, 8-45
Ostrogorsky G., laropia tov folovrivod kpdrovg 1, Abnvo 1978

Beck H.-G., Geschichte der Byzantinischen Volksliteratur, Minchen 1971



IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Zoyypoon :
Metaopoon : (1/9/2008)
INo ropamopsnn :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=7933>

Grégoire H., O Awyeviic Axpitog. H folavtivi) eromoiia otny 1otopia koa oty moinon, Néa Y opkrn 1942

Greégoire H., "Autour de Digénes Akritas', Byzantion, 7, 1987, 287-302

INwoocdp1o :

caliph
The supreme religious and political authority of Muslims, considered successor of Muhammad (Arabic: khalifa= deputy). He was the head of the
Caliphate, the religious state of the Arabs.

tagmata (pl.)
Military units stationed in Constantinople and its outskirts during the Middle Byzantine period. The most important tagmata were that of the Scholae,
the Excubitors (these originated from respective units of the Early Byzantine period and were organized into an imperial guard and a central strike
force by Constantine V), the Vigilia (established by Irene the Athenian) and the Hikanatoi (established by Nicephorus|).

tourmarch
Civilian and military commander of atourma, subdivision of atheme.

Inyeg
@eodavng, Xpovoypadia, de Boor, C. (ed.), Theophanis Chronographia (Leipzig 1883), p. 463, lines 15-21.

[Mopabépato

Theophanes, the Byzaninte chronicler, describes the battle at Kopidnadon:

ToUtw T €tet EENABE KoDEOoOV TV AQdPwVv kata Pwuaviag unvi Zenteppolw, kai elonAbev eig 10 TV AvatoAuwyv Oéua, eig
tomov Aeyopevov Komdvadov. kai émiovvax0évteg ol tov Popalwv otoatnyol émoAéunoav pet’ avtav, kat rmonoay, katl
améBavov moAAol, kat &k TV ¢£00Lo0évTwy dE oxoAapiwv ovk OAlyoL émeoe D¢ kKal Aloyévng, O TWV AVATOALKWOV TOVQUAQXTS
tkavog, kai tod Oikiov apxovtes. [AuTo 10 €106 éva aafikd odpa emdQoéwy eloéBale 0to Oépa Twv AVAToALKOV TO Ufva
Zemtéuporo kat éptaoce oto Komdvadov. Ot otoatnyol twv Bulaviivav ovykeviowOnkav kat édwoav LX) EVavTiov Tovg, otV
omoia NTONKav. IToAAol okoTWONKAVY, TTOVE OTIOLOVG TTEQIAALBAVOVTAV KAL AQKETOL OTOATIOTES TWV TAYUATWV TOV ELX0V
e£oplofel. ZxotwOnie emiong o TOLEUAQXNS TwV AvaTtoAkwy Aoyévng, kabwg kat a&lwuatikol Tov 0éuatog OPikiov.]

De Boor, C. (ed.), Theophanis Chronographia (Leipzig 1883), p. 463, lines 15-21.

Xpovordyto

785: Empress Eirene terminates the treaty of 782. Reprisal of the annual Arab invasions to the frontier regions in Asia Minor.
786: The Byzantines destroy the frontier castle of Adata that the Arabs had abandoned.

September 788: Battle between the Byzantines and the Arabs at Podandos (Kopidnadon) in Cappadocia. Defeat of the Byzantines,
death of tourmarch Diogenes.



