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[Mepiinym :
Ayvalik was destroyed after the battle between the Greeks and the Ottomansin 1821 and was abandoned by itsinhabitants, who initially moved to
Psaralsland and were later taken to other areas of Greece.

Xpovoroynon

May 17, 1821 — June 3, 1821
I'eoypapikdg Eviomiopog

Western coast of AsiaMinor, Aeolis, Ayvalik

1. The Reasons

The relevant Greek hibliography attributes the destruction of Ayvalik in 1821, to a great extent, to the Ottoman envy of the prosperity
of a subordinated city with a solely Christian population. This must have been the attitude of local rulers and the Muslim population of
nearby settlements as well as the Ottoman administrative mechanisms, in general. According to the same circles, the Ottomans
grasped the opportunity they had and intervened militarily, thus destroying the city.! Because the motives behind the eventsis a
historically vague and emotionally loaded issue, the only safe way is to follow the events as they are presented in Greek bibliography,
which is the only one that has dedlt with the specific subject.

2. Military Operations

From the early days of May 1821, some months after the break of the Greek War of Independence, a small division of the Greek
fleet sailing along the coasts of lonia appeared in the harbour of Ayvalik and started to block the Ottoman ships. In addition, two
Ottoman ships carrying troops from Bergama (Pergamos) were arrested while sailing to the south of the harbour of Ayvalik, an
incident that annoyed the Ottoman authorities. The of Bursa (Prousa) and Aydin were given strict orders to take measures for
the defence and security of the coasts.

The pasa of Bursa, who controlled also the region of Ayvalik, turned against the city of Ayvalik. The first measure he took was to
send alarge force with the aim of repelling the attacks from the sea and deal with a possible rebellion of the inhabitants. The vanguard
of that force, consisting of 700 riders, arrived towards the middie of May. Their commander was prevented from camping in the city
by the notables (prokritoi) and he finally camped in the plain of Agiasmati. Minor incidents and some conflicts occurred. The
commander asked for reinforcements from Bursa, while, in the meantime, alarge division of the Ottoman fleet turned up in the
harbour. The notables were perturbed and visited the Ottoman commander of the fleet trying to appease him with gifts. There were
similar moves towards the leaders of the military corps around the city. At the same time the eminent notable of Ayvalik, Athanasios
Chatzi Georgiou, accompanied by other distinguished members of the community of Ayvaik, went to Bergama, where he was
reassured by the Ottoman authorities about the safety of the city.

On May 17 1821, the Greek fireship captain Papanikolis from Psara set fire in Eresos of Lesvos to asmall vessel of the Ottoman
vanguard. The rest of the Ottoman fleet fled to the Hellespont. That is considered to be the opportunity that the Ottomans were
awaiting in order to turn against Ayvalik. At the same time, the reinforcements the Ottoman commander had requested arrived. His
forces had camped on the outskirts of the city and took up positions in the nearby hills and the coast. The Ottoman forces accused

the community leaders and several inhabitants of collaborating with the rebels and so entered the city.?

On June 2, 1821, aforce of 3,000 men entered Ayvalik and occupied key positions towards the coast. A large part of the population
had hurriedly left the city some days before in fear of the forthcoming events. The Ottoman military commander demanded money as
a contribution to his army, which the potentates refused to give saying that they could not afford it. On the same day a Greek division
of 70 ships arrived in order to convey to Psaralsland and other safe destinations those that had escaped to the Moschonisia.
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Inhabitants of the Moschonisia were also taken with them. Some inhabitants that had remained in Ayvalik also tried to get on the
ships and, as a result, the city was thrown into disorder, while the consuls of England, France and Russia left the city.

The battle began on June 3, 1821, when the Greek fleet arrived carrying landing forces. The Ottomans tried unsuccessfully to ward
off the Greek forces. Approximately 1,000 men finally landed on the coast, helped by some inhabitants of Ayvalik who joined them,
and pushed the Ottoman army back from the coast causing serious casudties. The Ottomans grouped again at the centre of the city
and a new clash followed. However, they were defeated again and retreated, setting fire to the city and inflicting considerable
damage.

3. Consequences

The Ottomans must have lost over 1,500, while the Greek side approximately 150 soldiers and a few hundred civilians.3 However,
the bulk of the population, including those people who had escaped to the Moschonisia before the events, was rescued by the Greek
ships. The number of refugees from Ayvalik, the Moschonisia and nearby villages, those who were initially taken to Psara Idand, is
estimated at 40,000.% The city of Ayvalik suffered extensive damage and was abandoned by its inhabitants,. Several people from
Ayvalik and the Moschonisia, after arriving in mainland Greece, participated in the Greek War of Independence.

1. Saxkapng, I, Iotopia twv Kodwvicy (Athens 1920), pp. 111-114. Kopaurhidg, 1., Iotopia tewv Kudwvidv: Aé e i0pboeds tov uéypt me
OTOKOTAOTATEWS TWV TPOTPDYWY EIS TO EAEDOEPOY eAlnVviKdy Kpdrog, A” (Athens 1949), p. 228, attributes the attitude of the authorities mainly to actions
of local rulers: “But it was too late; the atmosphere had been poisoned and the calumnies from the neighbouring Turks had already taken their toll”.

2. Kepeotetlh, A., Aifali (1832-1922): Avauviioeig amd to avékdoto te1padio tov tazpod Indvvov Kepeoteri (Athens 1981), p. 11. It should be noted
that, according to information provided by major-general Efstratios Pissas, student at the Academy of Cydoniae and member of the "Filiki Etaireid",
there were about 400 members of the Filiki Etaireiain Ayvalik, including theimportant notable of the city, Chatzi Athanasios Chatzi Georgiou.
Yakkapng, I'., lotopia twv Kodwvicv (Athens 1920), p. 109.

3. Zoxképng, I., Iotopia twv Kvdwvidy (Athens 1920), p. 119.

4. Saxxapng, T., Iotopia twv Kudwvicy (Athens 1920), p. 121.

Biroypaoeia :

Kapapndg L., loropio tov Kodwvidv. Amo ¢ 10pOoeds TV UEpP TS OTOKOATOATTATEWDS TV
TPOGYOYWV EI1G TO EAEVOEPOV EAANVIKOVY KpdTog, Tou. 1, ABnvor 1949-1950

Yoxxkapng I'., lotopio twv Kvdwvicov, ABrvor 1920

[Mwocapto :

pasha (pasa)
A title of high rank in the Ottoman political, administrative and military system, typically granted to governors of provinces and high army officials.

TInyég
Kepeoretln), A, Aipadi (1832-1922): Avauvioelc ano to avékdoto TeTpddio Tov tatpov Iwdvvov Kepeotetln (Athens 1981).
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[MopaBéparta

The reasons for the destruction of Ayvalik, according to G. Sakkaris

«H kaxvmontog faoBagoc kuBéovnols eixev )01 dokovVTws dNANTNELACOT) VIO TWV KaKoBoVAwWY TtaQ’ avTr) elonNynoewy TV
£€X00V TG TMOAEWG, TWV TEQLOIKWV HAALOTA TOVQKWY TOTIAQX WV, OITIVESG ADLAAEITITWS TAS EQag ékelvag (avadégeTal oe
£VOOKOLVOTIKEG dlapdixec) maploTavov meog TV ITUANV we kKivijuata émavaotatika kKata tob kedtouvs. H toiavtn évtvmwoig
OLeTNQELTO MAVTOTE CWNOA TAQK TOLG KQATODOL KAL TAXQX TV ETUKQATOACAV €V 1) TTOAEL ETXATWS TOTE YAANVIV TV TVELUATWY,
££edNAON Cwnowtatn Apa ) €keNEeL TG Emavaotaoews. EVOUS tdte katéotn mapa Tols 00wHavols AQXOLOLY VTTOTITOV TtV TO
EAANVLICOV Kl O1) TO AKQALPVOS EAANVIKOV, OTe HAALoTa TteEl adTOL VTQXOV TEoT yovpeval Tives eog Dmovoiag dpoopal. Kat at
Kvdwviatfoav moAs akatpvag EAANVLKT kal kat’ avtig 1)d1 VTTNEXOV Adoopatl avnovyiag kat VTovolwv tooavtat. TTaga
MACAG D& TAG ATOTMOVS KAL ACTNQEIKTOVG dKatoAoying, &g Eviaxov eVRloKOpEY, OTLINOEV €k MaeENYNOEWV TOV TEOOETEWV T1g
ITVANG MO TV 0 YAVWV VTG 1) éveka akalpov GOPoL TV MOALTOV EMNABEV akovoiwg kal poaiwg 6 0Ae0og TN MOAewG, dEV
dvvaTaL 6 YIVOOK®WV TO TIVEDHA TV TUQAVVIKWV KUBEQVI|TEWY, Kal d1) TS TOVEKLKTG VA UMV VAL AkQadAVTwS TeQL ToVTOv
nemelopévog, 6t al Kudwviat noav avekkANTws katadedikaopévat g ATWAELAV €V TAlS ATOPATETL THG dDLVACTELOVOTC XQXTG».

Yaxkaong, I, Iotopia twv Kvowviwv (Athens 1920), pp. 111-112.



