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Summary :

Synada was a Phrygian city probably founded around the late 4t century BC. It was situated in a strategic position along a major
route. In the Early Byzantine period the city was included in the province of Phrygia Salutaris. However, in the Middle Byzantine

period the city was incorporated into the theme of Anatolikon. The Byzantine dominion ended when the Byzantines were heavily
defeated by the Seljuks in the battle of Manzikert in AD 1071.

Other Names
Synnada, Suhut, Cifut Kasaba
Geographical Location

central AsiaMinor, modern central-western Turkey
Historical Region

Phrygia
Administrative Dependence

province of Phrygiall or Phrygia Salutaris, theme of Anatolikon

1. Geography — Road Network

Synada was a Phrygian city. It isidentified with the modern city of Suhut, at the western end of a well-irrigated plain. The city is within
26 km to the south of Akroinon (modern Afyonkarahisar) along a major route. Roads connected the city to the north with
Prymnessos, Akroinon and, at least in the Roman period, Dokimion, while to the south and west roads led to Apamea Kibotus and
Attalela.

2. Foundation — Ancient History

Synada was known already from the late 4™ century. According to tradition, the city was founded by Akamas, who wandered in
Phrygia on his way back from the Trojan War.! Poss bly in the Hellenistic period Macedonian colonists settled in the area’ Inthe
Roman years the of the province of Asiawas based in the city, which minted its own coins, although it is
described as a small town.*

3. Byzantine Synada

In the Byzantine period Synada was a key strategic position. Around the mid-4™ century the city was ecclesiastically and politically
incorporated into the province of Phrygiall or Phrygia Salutaris. Synada s reported by of Hierocles as a city of Phrygia

Salutaris.” In the Middle Byzantine period the city was under the theme of Anatolikon. About 800 Arabs who escaped death and

captivity after their heavy defeat by the Byzantinesin Akroinon found shelter in Synada in 740.5 The city came permanently under the
Seljuks when the Byzantines were shettered in the battle of Mantzikert in 1071.

4. Society

Synada had a remarkable Jewish community evidenced already from the mi d-oth century. The Jews of Synada maintained their own
synagogue in the city. The most known member of the Synada Jewish community was Constantine the Jew (9t century).” Synada
was the birthplace of the distinguished Byzantine families of Synadenos® and Botaneiates.
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5. Economy

Between the 15tand the 3™ ¢. Synada had workshops extracting and processing marble at the imperial quarries of Dokimion (40 km
N-NE of Synada). It seems that in the Early Byzantine period the management of the quarries of Dokimion was no longer based
there.!* Marble processing in the wider area of Synada continued throughout the Byzantine years. Y The product was promoted
through the road system of the area, which connected Synada to the north with Prymnessos, Akroinon and, at least in the Roman
period, Dokimion, while to the south and west roads led to Apamea Kibotus and Attaleia.

Olive trees were cultivated in Synada already from the Roman years.12 Significant evidence concerning the economy of the city in the
Byzantine period, particularly in the 10t century, is provided by the letters of the metropolitan of the city, Leo of Synada describing
the infertile land of the area and barley production. According to the same source, because of the lack of basic products —the area did

not produce any oil, wine or wheat— the citizens of Synada had to import goods from the theme of Thrakesion and Attaleia.’3 But
livestock farming thrived in the city.

6. Monuments

The hill with the acropolis and the settlement of Synadais situated to the west of the modern city and to the east of Kumalar Suyu. The
Roman-Byzantine necropolis of the settlement is within 1.5 km to the south of Suhut, at the foot of arocky hill. A possibly medieva
castle has aso been traced, while in the city of Suhut and the wider area alarge number of Roman and early-middle Byzantine
inscriptions as well as architectural remains have been found. Inscriptions and architectural remains have also been found in various
positions near the city of Suhut.

The most important find of Synadais a part of arichly decorated and inscribed epistyle of an iconostasis, today exhibited at the
museum of Afyon; it was found among the ruins of a Christian church in the area of Suhut. Moreover, a part of another epistyle dated
to 1063/1064 has also survived and bears an inscription with the name of a certain martyr called John.
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H Mixpa Acia twv Osudtamv. Epevveg mave oty yemypopikij puoioyvauio. KoL Ipocmroypopio twv folaviivav Oeudrwv s Mikpdg Adiag (Tog-11o¢ au.),
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In the Roman provinces, the term referred to the meetings of the provincials in places appointed by the praetor or the proconsul of the
province for the purpose of administering justice. In order to facilitate the procedure, the province was divided into districts or circuits called
conventus, forum or jurisdictio. The Roman citizens living in a province under the jurisdiction of the proconsul, and accordingly had to settle
any business at a conventus had to appear there.

Synekdemos of Hierokles

A geographical text book composed alittle before 535 by Hierokles the Grammarian. It constitutes alist of 64 provinces and 923 (originally 935) cities
of the Empire, being the most important source for the administrative and political geography of the Byzantine Empire prior to the Arabraids. It is
assumed to have been based on state documents, and presents the political, administrative, and, to an extent, the ecclesiastical geography from mid-
5th c. However, it contains additions from the age of Justinian |, while some of its evidence is still under discussion. Constantine VI

Porphyrogennetos used it as amajor source, along with Stephen of Byzantium, for the composition of the work “ De thematibus’. This most important
work of Hierokleswas published by G. Parthey (Hieroclis Synecdemus, Berlin, 1866), and A. Burckhardt (Hieroclis Synecdemus, L eipzig, 1893). The last
and most authoritative edition is E. Honigmann (ed.), Le Synekdemos d'Hiérokles et I'opuscul e géographi que de Georges de Chypre (Brussels 1939).

Sources
Theophanis Chronographia, de Boor, C. (ed.), vol. 1 (Lipsiae 1883).

Epistoliers byzantins du Xe siécle, Darrouzes, J.(ed.), (Paris 1960).
Strabo, The Geography of Strabo, Jones, H.L.(ed.), vol. 5 (s.l. 1928; repr. London, Cambridge Mass. 1969).
Pliny, Natural History, V, Rackham H. (ed.), vol. 2 (s.I. 1942; repr. Cambridge Mass., London 1969).

Stephanos Byzantinii [ie. Stephani Byzantii], Stephani Byzantinii Ethicorum quae supersunt, Meineke, A. (ed.), (Berlin 1849; repr. Chicago,
Mlinois 1992).

Le Synekdemos d’Hiéroklés et I’opuscule géographique de Georges de Chypre, Honigmann, E. (ed.), (Bruxelles 1939).

Quotations
a) The conventus of Synada in the Roman years

“Alter conventus a Synnade accepit nomen; conveniunt Lycaones, Appiani, Corpeni, Dorylaei, Midaei, Iulienses et reliqui ignobiles
populi XV”

Pliny, Natural History, ed. Rackham, H., vol. 2 (s.I. 1942; repr. Cambridge Mass., London 1969), ch. V, p. 105.
b) Synada and the quarry of Dokimion

“Ymép d¢ g Emktitov meog voTov oTiv 1) peyaAn ovyia, Aeimovoa €v agrlotepa v Ieoowovvta kat ta el Opradorovg kal
Avkaoviav, év delia d¢ Maiovag kat Avdovg kat Kaoag: v fjv éotwv te TTapwpetog Aeyouévn @ovyia kai 1) moog ITiowdiav kat o
meol Apodoov kat Evpévelav kat Zovvada, eita Antapeta 1) Kipwtog Aeyouévn kat Aaodikela, aimeg elot péyLoTal TV Kati Ty
Dovyiav mMOAewv: mepikeLrtaL d¢ TALTALS MTOAIOCHATA KAL ... ... Adoodiotac, KoAoooai, Oepiowviov, Zavaog, MnteomoAl,
AmoAAwviag: €t dé anwtéow tovtwv ITéAtay Tapat, Evkagmia, Avotag ... ... ZOvvada O’ €0Tiv o0 peyaAn moALS: mooketTat d avTng
eAadputov mediov Goov EEfkovia otadiwy- émékeva d' é0Ti AoKLptia KOUN, katl O Aatdpov Zuvvadikod AtBov (oUtw pév
Pwpaiot kadovowy, ot ' émixLot Aokpitnv kot Aoktpaiov), Kat aQxoas HEV pikQoLs BhAOUG EkdDOVTOG TOD peTAAAOL, D dE TNV
vuvi moAvtéAetav tov Popaiowv kioveg éEatpodvtat povoAtbot peyalor, mAnoalovrtes 1@ dAaBaoctoitn AlBw kata v mokiAiav:
WOTE, KAlmeQ MOAANG 0VOT G THG Ao OAAaTTAV Ayw YN TV TNAKOVTWY (PoQTiwV, OpwS Kal kioves Kat at mAdkeg eig Pounv
koplCovtat Bavpaotal kKata 10 péyefog kal kKAAAog.”

Strabo, The Geography of Strabo, ed. Jones, H.L., vol. 5 (s.I. 1928; repr. London, Cambridge Mass. 1969), XII, 8, 13-14.

¢) The mythical hero Akamas founds Synada, as described by Stephanus Byzantius in the Early Byzantine period
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“Lovvada, moAg Pouyiag: ... kal Aokipela kun émékeva avTG.... 0L O’ Emuxweot AoKiuitiy kal Aokiuaiav-\. Aéyovot d¢
Axdpavta peta 1o Towika amomAavnOévta eéABelv eic Pouylav kal KATAAABELV TOALOQKOVLLEVOV TOV TV TOTIWV dLUVAOTNV Kol
PonOnoavta avt® Aafeiv xweav kai ktioal moALv- cuvabgoioavta d¢ ToAAOLG oikrTogac TV Ao TN EAA&dOc Makeddvwv
kata v Aciav, T0 HEV TEAOTOV AVTNV ATO THS CUVAYWYNS KAl CLVOLKNOEWS ZUVVALX TQOTHYOVQETAL, HLETX D€ TADTA
napepOapuévws VO TOV TANOLXWEWV LOvvada kAnOfvat. O moAitng Zvvvadeve. Obtw yaQ kal &mo tod madvtog Aéyetol”

Stephanos Byzantinii [ie. Stephani Byzantii] Stephani Byzantinii Ethicorum quae supersunt, ed. Meineke, A. (Berlin 1849; repr. Chicago,
Ilinois 1992), p. 592, lines 3-13.

d) The Arabs are defeated by the Byzantines at Akroinon and rally their forces at Synada (740 AD)

“Tovtw @ étel unvi Maiw vdkTiovoe 1)' émeotedtevoe LovAgipav v Pwpaviav &v pvoiaoty 0', otoatnyoig te &, wv I'auep
1yeito AdoxiCwv év pupiots povolwvolg to g AoAtidog yNg péen), katl tovtov éxdpevol MeAly kat BataA év diopvelolg inmevot
TeQL TOV AKQOIVOV: Kal HETA TOVTOUG LovAegiuav v é€axiopvoiolg meot v tov Kanmadokwv Toavov. AAA’ ot pév kata v Aciav
kat Kanmadokiov mTOAATIV GAWOLV AVIQWV KAl YUVALKOV KAL KTNVQV TONoapevoL ABAaBelc avéotoepav, ol d¢ mept tOv MeAix
kat BataA év t¢ Akgoive katamoAeun0évieg vmo Aéovtog kat Kwvotavtivov nrmiénoav. Kat ot pév mAelovg 6ntAog wAovto ovv
TOLG dLOLY APXOVOLV: OKTAKOOLOL DE OV paxNTal €€ avT@V mMEOG €€ XIALAdAS EvoTavTeg el Luvada katapevyovot katl
dlaowOévteg ovvipOnoav @ LovAeipav kat avékappav eig Zvplav. To 8 avt@ et kal kata tv Adoikn)v moAdotl taQ” avT@V
WAOVTO OUV TQ OTEATYOUVTL OVOUATL AAUATKN VG

Theophanis Chronographia, ed. de Boor, C., vol. 1 (Lipsiae 1883), p. 411.14-28.
e) From a letter of the metropolitan of Synada, Leo, to Emperor Basil 11 (976-1025)

“.... EAatov yag oV YewQyoDHEV: TODTO KOLVOV TOIG AVATOALKOIG €XOE Aol oivov 1] k&0’ fuac ov didwotv, DPNANG Kal TaxLvig
Aaxovoa tg Béoews: avti EVAOL @ Laplakw xowpeda, 6mep éotiv émpeAeiag éElwbeloa KOTEOG, TEAYHA KAl ATLLOTATOV Kol
dvowdéotatov: T Yag aAAa 6oa voooLov 1§ Dylaivouoty elotv émitrdeta amo tod @gaknoiov kKal the AttaAelag kat avTRG TG
Baoidevovong éoaviCoueBa.. Koivov odv pe peta diakioews kal pn ovykeivng toig mavta £xovotv, & ovk éXxopev, undé 0 puéyag oov
VOUG Kol PACIAKOTATOS KAl DIAKQLTIKWTATOS AAOYwS (Vv €doT) pé KOLOT) ToePOpEVOV Kal XOOTw Kal &XVEOLG: 0vdE YaQ oltoPpOQog
N TV Zuvadwv X, AAAx kotBodoog povov...”

Epistoliers byzantins du Xe siécle, ed. Darrouzes, J. (Paris 1960), pp. 198-199 (no. 43).

Theophanis Chronographia, ed. de Boor, C., vol. 1 (Lipsiae 1883), p. 411.14-28.

e) From a letter of the metropolitan of Synada, Leo, to Emperor Basil 11 (976-1025)

“.... EAatov yaQ oV YewQyoDHEV: TODTO KOLVOV TOIG AVATOALKOIG €XOLLE Aol oivov 1] k&0’ fuag ov didwotv, DPNANG Kal TaxLvig
Aaxovoa tg Béoews: avti EVAOL @ Laplakw xowpeda, 6mep éotiv émpeAeiag éElwbeloa KOTMEOG, TEAYHA KAl ATLUOTATOV Kol
dvowdéotatov: T Yap aAAa 6oa voooDov 1§ Dylaxivouoty elotv émutrdeta amo tov @gaknoiov kKal the AttaAelag kat avTNG TG
Baoidlevovong éoaviCopeBa.. Koivov ovv pe peta diakioews kal pr ovykeivng toig mavta £xovoty, & ovk EXopeV, Undé 0 puéyag oov
VOUG Kol PACIAKOTATOS KAl DIAKQLTIKWTATOS AAOYwWS (Vv €doT) pé KOLOT) ToePOpEVOV Kal X00Tw Kal &XVEOLG: 0VdE YaQ oltoPpOQog

M TV Zuvadwv Xwoa, AAAX kotBodoog povov...”

Epistoliers byzantins du Xe siécle, ed. Darrouzes, J. (Paris 1960), pp. 198-199 (no. 43).



