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[TepiAnyn :
Nikephoros Melissenos was born ca. 1045. He was amiilitary official and ascion of an aristocratic family of AsiaMinor. In the autumn of 1080, he
rebelled against the emperor Nikephoros |11 Botaneiates in Nicaea of Bithynia. He abandoned hisimperial ambitionsin April 1081 and acknowledged

the power of his brother-in-law, Alexios | Komnenos, who honored him with thetitle of kaisaras. He died on November 17, 1104.
Tomog ko Xpovog I'évvnong

ca. 1045, place unknown

Tonog kot Xpovog Aavdtov

November 171, 1104, place unknown

Kopia [510mta

Official

1. Biography

Nikephoros Melissenos was born ca. 1045. He was of noble descent from both his parents, who belonged to old aristocratic
families. Their members had acquired high officesin the military hierarchy. His father was a member of the Bourtzes family, one of the
most prominent families of the military aristocracy of Asia Minor, with influence on the theme of Anatolikon and the region of Antioch.
His mother was a member of the Melissenos family. Its members had acquired high offices in the byzantine army serving as

of themes from the 9" until the 11t" century.

The marriage of Nikephoros Melissenos to Eudokia Komnene —the second-born daughter of John Komnenos and
Anna Dalassene, as well as sister of the subsequent emperor Alexios | (1081-1118)— occurred prior to 1067, and tied Nikephoros
Melissenos to the royal house of the Komnenoi. This marriage gave him a son, John Komnenos. Nikephoros Melissenos died on

November 17th, 1104.
2. Military career

Nikephoros Melissenos was honored with the title of prior to 1067 and served as the of Triaditza (modern Sofia)
during the reign of Constantine X Doukas or Romanos IV _Diogenes for an unknown period of time. During the reign of the latter, he
served in the byzantine army under the command of his brother-in-law, the Manuel Komnenos. In the autumn of 1080,
he was captured, along with Manuel Komnenos and his other brother-in-law, Michael Taronites, in a clash with the Seljuks of
Chrysoskoulos near the city of Sebasteia. Their captivity, however, did not last long, since Manuel Komnenos convinced
Chrysoskoulos to enter the service of Romanos 1V Diogenes.

When Nikephoros Botaneiates rebelled against Michael VII Doukas (1071-1078) in October 1077, Melissenos refused to join his
rebellion, in contrast with many other great landowners of Asia Minor. It seems possible that he replaced the rebel as the commander

of the theme of Anatolikon and was appointed strategos of the theme during that period. Following the ascent of Nikephoros 11
Botaneiates to the throne (spring of 1078), he fell into disfavor. In 1080, he resided in Kos, most probably on exile, due to his

opposition against the emperor at the time of his rebellion.?

3. Rebellious activity

Nikephoros Melissenos rebelled against Nikephoros 11 Botaneiates in the autumn of 1080, attempting to seize the imperia throne. In
order to achieve his goal, he did not hesitate to reinforce his rebellious army with Seljuk mercenaries, knowing that their great
numbers were necessary for his prevalence. The local populations welcomed him as an emperor during his advance through the lands
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of AsiaMinor. Asaresult, it was easy for him to seize Nicaea of Bithynia and proclaim himself emperor in February 1081. The
simultaneous rebellion of Alexios Komnenos, however, which became known to Melissenos a month later, forced him to adjust his
demands. He proposed to Alexios to divide the empire among themselves, claiming for himself the western provinces and his
coronation as co-emperor. However, the diplomatic maneuvres of Alexios and the rapid course of events leading to the coronation of
Alexios afew days later, placed Melissenos before afait accompli. He abandoned hisimperial ambitions and accepted the privileges
that Alexios offered. He was honored with the title of and received the tax revenues of the region of Thessaloniki as an imperial
grant.

The extent of the ambitions of Melissenosis hard to fathom, since the ease he abandoned his claim to the crown reveals that his
objective was not the throne itself but the securing of his property, which was threatened by the Seljuk presence in AsiaMinor. It is
indicative that after the ascent of Alexios| Komnenos to the throne, Melissenos abandoned his great estate in Dorylaesum and
relinquished part of the imperial grants to his relatives, the Bourtzes family. His failed attempt to assume power had dire consequences
on the territorial integrity of the empire, since the cities where he set up garrisons of Seljuk mercenaries remained under their control
following the failure of his rebellion. His rebellion is a characteristic example of how the political dispute for the throne and the
personal ambitions of the aristocrats weakened the empire and gave the chance to the Seljuks to be involved in the interior of the
empire.

4. Activity of Nikephoros Melissenos from 1081 until his death

From 1081 until 1091, Nikephoros Melissenos fought next to Alexios | Komnenos. In the autumn of 1081, he participated in the
battle of Dyrrachion against the Normans of Robert Guiscard as a commander of a part of the imperia army. He retained this position
in the battle of Dristra (autumn of 1087) against the Pechenegs. During that battle, which ended in the defeat of the Byzantines, he was
captured and bought off by the emperor Alexios|. In the spring of 1091, Melissenos was ordered by the emperor to gather
conscripts among the Bulgarian and Vlach nomads. He then commanded units of the imperial army in the battle at the foot of mount
Levounion, which ended in a byzantine victory and the temporary elimination of the Pecheneg threat.

In 1094, Nikephoros Melissenos confirmed his allegiance to Alexios | Komnenos as he participated in the family council of the
Komnenoi on the subject of the rebellion of John Komnenos, the doukas of Dyrachion, and Nikephoros condemned his action.
During that same year, he was sent, along with George Palaiologos and John Taronites, to Beroe in order to guard the nearby region
which was threatened by the Cumans. That is the last mission of Nikephoros Melissenos mentioned in the sources.

1. Gautier, P. (ed.), Nicephori Bryennii historiarum libri quattuor (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae | X, series Bruxellensis, Brussels 1975), p. 300,
note 1.

2. Gautier, P. (ed.), Nicephori Bryennii historiarum libri quattuor (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae | X, series Bruxellensis, Brussels 1975), p. 301,
note 3.
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[Nwoccdép1o :

caesar
In the Roman Empire the title of Caesar was given to the Emperor. From the reign of Diocletian (284-305) on this title was conferred on the young co-
emperor. Thiswas also the highest title on the hierarchy of the Byzantine court. In the 8th c. thetitle of Caesar was usually given to the successor of
the throne. In thelate 11th c. this office was downgraded and from the 14th c. on it was mainly conferred on foreign princes.

doukas (lat. dux)

Antiquity: Roman military commander who, in some provinces, combined military and civil functions.
Buzantium: a higher military officer. From the second half of the 10th c. thetitle indicates the military comander of alarger district. After the 12th c.,
doukes were called the governors of small themes.

kouropalates

A high-ranking dignity, which from Justinian | was conferred on members of the imperial family and on foreign princes. During the 11th c.
it was conferred on several generals, not belonging to the imperial family.

magistros

Higher office that Philotheos in his Kletorologion places above the anthypatos. This title lost its importance from the 10th century and
gradually disappeared - most probably in the middle of the 12th century.

protostrator

A Byzantine military office, accorded to the chief of imperial stratores or hippokomoi («grooms»). Thetitle isfirst mentionned in the 8th century. In
the 9th and 10th century, his major duty was to accompany the Emperor while on horseback. In the 12th century he was one of the highest officials of
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the Byzantine court and he also commanded troops.
strategos ("general")

During the Roman period his duties were mainly political. Office of the Byzantine state’s provincial administration. At first the title was given to the
military and political administrator of the themes, namely of the big geographic and administrative unities of the Byzantine empire. Gradually thetitle
lost its power and, already in the 11th century, strategoi were turned to simple commanders of military units, responsible for the defence of aregion.

Inyeg
Nwnddog Bovévviog, YAy Iotopiac, Gautier, P. (ed.), Nicéphore Bryennios, Histoire (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 9, Bruxelles
1975), pp. 85.17-22, 101.1-15, 239.7-10, 301.1-12.

Avva Kopvnvn, Adeéiac, Reinsch, D.R. — Kambylis, A. (eds.), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin -
New York 2001), pp. 75.23-77.69, 132.94-133.4, 156.66-80, 211.42-50, 216.93-5, 254.91-4, 286.41-47.

Iwavvng Kivvapog, Ertetour), Meineke, A. (ed.), loannis Cinnami historiarum libri septem (Bonn 1836), pp. 294.21-295.5.

[Mopabépara

The historian Nikephoros Bryennios refers to the marriage of Nikephoros Melissenos to Eudokia Komnene:

AAN at pév 500 TV Buyatégwv ETL TOD TATEOS TEQLOVTOG AVOQAOLY EUOTON oAV TV €D YEYOVOTWV KAl TAOUTQW KOUWVTWY, 1] LEV
npeoPutéoa Magia @ Tagwvity MixanA, 1) 0& pet’ ékeivnv Evdokia 1@ MeAioonve Nikndoow, avdol vovveyet te kal Oavuaoic,
0 mateoBev é¢ Bovptliovg T Yévog avédepe.

Nundoooc Bovévviog, TAn Iotopiac, Gautier, P. (ed.), Nicéphore Bryennios, Histoire (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 9, Bruxelles
1975), p. 85.17-22.

The capture of Nikephoros Melissenos by the Seljuks, as being described in Bryennios' work:

MavounA, wg eipnTal, 0 KOLEOTIAARTIG OTEATN YOS AVTOKQATWE TWV £QWV TAYUATWV TEOG TOV Aloyévoug amodetxOeic, megl TV
XaAtknv datoifwv épvAatteto tag twv Tovokwv EmdQopAc. Emel d annyyEéAn avt® magd twv okomwv ws mAn0oc Tovokwv
oTEATIYOV £X0VTES TOV XQUOOOKOVAOV, OG €Kk TOVATAVWY TELRAS WEUNTO, TG O é€ovaing avtenoLeito ITepowv avt@ mpoonkovong,
ETaoL TOG TOL AQUEVIAKOD KWHOTOAELS TOQONOOVTES, TAG DUVALLELS AVvaAaBwv €XwoEeL kata TV ToVEKWV kal dleoKedATUEVOLS
avTOIG EVTLXWV WG LG TTROVoUTV ££1000L Qadiwg TovTtovg étépato. Eyylota d¢ 100 otpatomnédov t@v ToveKkwV év TQ dudKELY
Yevouevog kail AOXOLE AVTOUATOLS TTEQLTTECWV KAl ETUTOAD AVTIOXWV KAL YEVVAIWS AYWVIOAEVOG, ETel UM OLOG TE TV KAQTEQELV €T,
¢ Popalwv parayyog eic puynv toameions kai diaokedaobeiong, OoUNoe kal avTog eig Gpuynyv, kukAwOelg ' VO TV
Tovokwv aAloketatl dpa Toig duoty avToL YapBols 1@ te MeAtoonve kat Tapwvit.

Nwnddeog Bovévviog, YAy Iotopiac, Gautier, P. (ed.), Nicéphore Bryennios, Histoire (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 9, Bruxelles
1975), p. 101.1-15.

Nikephoros Melissenos remains loyal to the emperor Michael V11 (1078):

[Mavtwv & avte meookexwenkotwy, 6 MeAtoonvog Nikndopog, ég Bovptliovg te kal MeAloonvolg dvEAkwVY TO YEVOG, T() KQATODVTL
mvikavta ‘Popaiowv moTv oV, moAépov éavte Tov Botavelatnv amédelle.

Nuwndoeog Bovévviog, YAn lotopiac, Gautier, P. (ed.), Nicéphore Bryennios, Histoire (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 9, Bruxelles
1975), p. 239.7-10.

Bryennios describes the commencement of Nikephoros Melissenos' rebellion (1080):

'Ev 60w d¢ tavta €mpdtteTo, 0 MeAtoonvog Nikndp9ooog, avno evyevi|g, s 0 AGYog YvapLoev avwBev, €Kk KIOOVS WV WKELWIEVOS
toic Kopvnvoig, kat yoo épOn cvvadpBnvat tv tovtwv adeAdnv Evdokiav, meot v K@ duatoifwv, tag Tovgkwv duvapels kat
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tovg TovEKWV &EXOVTAS EAKVOAG TIROG £AVTOV, TEQU]EL TAS TG ATiag MOAELS, T kokkoBadn vmodnoduevog MédAa. Ot yodv
noAttat g Baoirel Pwpatwv opag te adtovg kai tag moAels avt@ mapedidovv. O d¢ kal dkwv toig Tovekolg éveyxelolev, wg
oLHPTVaL dLX Beax€0G KalpoD K&K TOUTOL TOD TROTIOV MATWYV TV TeQl TNV Aciav te kat Povylav kal v F'aAatiav moAewv
katakveLedoat tovg Tovekovg: ELV otpatevuaTL YOOV mAelotw TV év BlOuvia Nikawav katadappdavet kakeiBev ¢ faoctAeiag
avtemoLeito Pwpaiwv.

Nundoog Bovévviog, YAn Iotopiac, Gautier, P. (ed.), Nicéphore Bryennios, Histoire (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 9, Bruxelles
1975), p. 301.1-12.

The compromise between Nikephoros Melissenos and Alexios Komnenos, as being described by the latter's daughter, Anna
Komnene:

€voow Tavta €teAeito, driun tic mept o0 MeAloonvos diétpexe POAoaL tovToV punvoovoa megl TV AdpaAy ped’ ikavig oToaTiag
evPpnuelobal te we PaotAéa 1101 kal AAovEYX IUPLETUEVOV. OL OE TR AeYOLEVE TIOTEVELY TEWG OVK EIXOV. TA OE KAT AvTOUG
KAKEIVOG LaBwVv mEéoBeLs TaxL mEoOg avtovg éEaméoteldey, ol kal kataAaBovTeg 1)0n TAg mEOS avTovg Yoadag évexeigllov ovtwot
Twg dLeElovoag: «O Oedg e HEXOL AAUAAEWS PETX THG UTU EUE 0TOATIAG AOLVT] dleowoaTo. Lepddnra d¢ kal tx Dulv Evpmecovia
KAl WG TG Kakovolag TV doVAwV €kelvwv Kal TV detvav kad’ U@V Emxepnuatwy @eob moounBeia Gvobévteg ¢ éavtV
niepoovTiate ocwtnElag. mel d& KA yw ) uev oxéoel Oeob vevoet €€ ayxlotelog DUV MEOOWKElWUAL T O YVWHUT) KAl T1) T1e0g
VUAG QKT daBéoel 00deVOS TV kab’ alua TEOOTIKOVTWVY VULV ATOdEW, (G O TA TAVTA KQIVWV 01de Bedg, dEOV 1UAS KOLVAS
oKOToAVTAG TEQLTTOoacOal EaVTOIG TO ACGAAEG TE KAL AKATATELOTOV, OTWG T TAVTL AVEUQW HeTAPEQWHEDA, AAAX KAADG TX
¢ Paocideiag IOVVovTeg € Aodharog Balvwpev THG kENTIdOG. TOUTO dE MAVTWS NULV é0elTal, el @0l veVoeL TG TOAewS A’
VHOV ExAwrviag VUELS pEV Ta TG Eé0méQag dleEayolte MEAyUata Batégov LUWV avaEEnBévtog, épot d¢ ta s Aoiag
amokAnowOnvat ékxwerootte otednPoEoLVTL kai AAoLEYX TTeQIBEPANUEVE Kal AvayoQeLopévy, W €00¢ Tolg BactAebowy éoti,
oLV T AvaEENOévTL €€ DUV, oTE KOWTV TNV U@V 0PN Uiy yiveoOatl, k&v ol TOTOL KAl T& TRAYHATA ULV ATIOHEUEQLOTAL, THV
Te YVOUNY piav kal Ty ad TV elvat kKot 00Tws ROV EXOVTwV aotaoiaota dU apdoty diedyotto av ta T PaciAelac». TavTa ot
MEEOPELS ATIAYYEIAAVTEG ATIOKQLOLY UEV AVTOTEAT] TNVIKADVTA OUK €DEEAVTO. T D€ HeT AVTIV UETAKAAETELEVOL TOVTOVG DLt
MOAAQV TO AdVVATOV TV T TOUV MeALTOVOD UNVUBEVTWY €delkVLOV, T& D€ Ye DOKODVTA TOVTOLS €¢ VEWTA YVWOIoaL avTolg
emnyyéAAovto dux I'ewylov 100 kaAovpévov Mayydvn, @ kat v avt@v Bepameiav avéBevTo. TOVTWV 0UTW YIVOREVWY OVDE TG
TOALOQKIAC KaTEQEAOVOLY TAVTATIATLY, AAAX dU AKQOPOALTHWY, WS VOV, TV TELXWV ATETEIQWVTO THS TOAEWG. T O et avTnV
UETAKAAECAUEVOL TOVTOVG TX XVTOLS IOV dOKODVTA. T& O& TV TIuNOfvaL Tov MeAloonvov 1@ 100 kaloaog a&touatt kal taviog
a&wbnvat kal evPnuiac kai TV dAAwV, 6oa T@ ToloVTE TTRooNKel dELuaTt, do0TvalL d¢ ol Kal TNV OetTaAoD peyiotv oA, év
N KAl O €1 OVOUATL TOD HEYAAOUAQTUOOG ATJUTTOIOV TTEQIKAAATIC VA0S QKODOUNTAL OTIOV KAL TO HDQOV €K TNG EKEVOU TIHIOG 00QOD
BAVCoV del peyiotag IAOELS TOLG LETX TMIOTEWS TIQOTLOVOL TTAQEXEL OL D& DLOXEQALVOVTEG €Tl TOUTOLG, €Tel €’ 0ig HEV EAeyOV OVK
€lONKOVOVTO, EWEWYV D& MOAATV TNV KATA TG MOAEWS TOD ATOOTATOL MAQAOKEVT|V KAl TAUTANON 1)V U adTOV 0TEATLOY 0VTY
KAl TOV KatQoV 1)d1 AVTOIG ATOOTEVOUHEVOV, DEDIOTEG 1) TG TOAEWS aAovoTg TeBaponKkoTes ot Kopvnvol o0d” &mep vov
vrioyvovvtat 0eAnowot megat@woal, dt xQLOoBoVAAOL Adyov Talta YevéoBat £yyoadws d égubowv PePfatwdévtog yoapuudtwy
TTOOVTO. KATAVEVEL TEOG TOUTO O AAEEL0C O AQTIDAVTG PAOIAEDS Kal petakaAeodpevog evOUE I'ewdgylov tov Mayyavny, 6¢ kat
VTIOYQAPEVS AVTY EXONUATICEV, AvatiBetal ToUTE TNV ToL XELOOBOVAAOL YoadpTv.

Avva Kopvnvn, Adeéiac, Reinsch, D.R. — Kambylis A. (eds.), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin -
New York 2001), pp. 75.23-77.69.

Nikephoros Melissenos as commander of a part of the imperial army in the battle of Dyrrachion (October 1081):
TO O¢ AOLTIOV TOD OTOATEVUATOG €16 PAAayyas dleAwv avTOC HEV TO peoaltatov elxe e magatafews, de&dOev d¢ kai €€ evwvLOL
darayyaoxac tov kaioaga Niknpdooov tov MeAloonvov éméotnoe kai Tov kaAovpevov ITakovgudvov kat péyav dopéotikov, to d¢

peoaitatov avtov € Kol twv meln Padlloviwv PagfaowV tkavoug eixe oteatdtag g Toéeing eldrpovac.

Avva Kopvnvn, Ade&iac, Reinsch, D.R. — Kambylis, A. (eds.), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin -
New York 2001), pp. 132.94-133.4.

Alexios | assigns a mission to Nikephoros Melissenos:
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KAl O LETAKAAETALEVOG TOVG OTOATIYOUG TE KAL 1YEUOVAS KL CLYYEVELS ATIAVTAS BOVANG TJOXETO TV EKACTOL YVWUNV
avalntov: elta 0 okomnNOEV AT YYELAE. TO dE NV TAQADOLVAL TA TAYHATA ATIAVTA TOLG OLYYEVETLY QAUTOV" MEOEEAQXOVTA DE TOV
MeAwwonvov Nukngogov épiotnot kai tov Kovotikiov BaoiAetov, tov kat Twavvaknv kaAoOpevov: avig d¢ 00Tog TV ETpavay,
TeQRONTOC €1 AVvOQElR KAL OTOATIWTLKT) ETUOTHUT), €€ ADOLAVOUTIOAEWS OQUWIEVOS. OV T TAYHATA D& POVOV AUTOIG TAQaddwaLy,
aAAa kat o g Paotdeiag mapdonua dnavta: éméoknmnte d¢ momjoaodat TV magATa&y kad' O oxXHUA €V TOIG TEONYNOAUEVOLS
TIOAEUOLS AVTOC TAQETATTETO TAQAYYEIAXG XDTOIS D AKQOBOAIOUGWY TEOTEQOV ATOTIEQAV TWV EUTTEO0DEV TV AATIVWV €QXOUEVLV
nomoaocBat, elta 10 EVUAALOV AAAAAEAVTOAS TAVOTOATL KAT DTV XWETOAL EMAV D& O CLUVAOTIOUOG YEVNTAL KAl £i¢ Xelpag Kat’
AAANAWV EABWOL, VOTA TAQAOXELV TOIG AATIVOLS kKal PeVYELV AKOATWS WG TEOG TO AUKOOTOLOV UTToKQIveTOatL.

Avva Kopvnvn), Adeéag, Reinsch, D.R. — Kambylis, A. (eds.), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin -
New York 2001), p. 156.66-80.

Nikephoros Melissenos participates in the battle of Dristra against the Pechenegs (autumn 1087):

avTOG O Kata TO MEQi0EOEOV EEeL0L TG TAXEEUPBOATC Katl TAC dLVAELS DleAwV Kal TAG GAAAYYAS €IG TTOAEHOL KATAOTNOAEVOS
oxNua tagadéwv ¢0eXTo TO OTOATEVHAL ElTA TV HEOTV TNG TTAQATAEEWS XWOEAV EIXEV AVTOC OVUTIATIQOVUEVIV ATIO TE TV E§
alpatog Kat AyXLOTEIRG TTQOOTKOVTWV AVTQ OUYYEVWV KAl TadeADOD AdOLavoD TV AATivwV T TOTE 1YEHOVEVOVTOG KAl ETEQWV
Yevvaiwv avdwv, Tob d¢ ye dQLoteQol kéQws katnoxe Nikndoog kailoag 6 MeAloonvog 6 €1’ adeAdT) Yappog avtov, Kata d& to
de&lov Nyepoveg lotavto 6 te Kaotapovitg kat 6 Tatikiog, Tov 8¢ é0vikwv 6 te OvLag kat 6 Kagatlag ot Zavgopatat.

Avva Kopvnvy, Adeéiac, Reinsch, D.R. — Kambylis, A. (eds), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin -
New York 2001), p. 211.42-50.

Anna Komnene describes the participation of Nikephoros Melissenos in a family council of the Komnenoi:

ovykaBeoBévtec 0OV Apdw peta 1o MeAtoonvod Niknd9ooov Tod kaloaQog Kal Tivawy T@v €€ aluatog kat ayxLoteiag
TEOONKOVTWV AVTOIC HOVOL TEOS AAATIAOLS WALV Tepl TV kaTd ToD Twdvvov dnBéviwv. wg d& 1oV MeAloonvov kal Tov idlov
AdeAPOV ADQLAVOV KATATREXOVTAG E0XNUATIOUEVWE TOD IOV LIOD £, avOLS TOV BLHOV TadAdlovTa ur) duvndeic kataoyetv
OO TIEOG TOV AdQLAVOV Atevioas PIA@OaL TOV aDTOD MWYwva NTEAoaTo kKat ddaal pun meodpavas PevdOUEe VoV TOLOUTWV
OUYYEVQV ATOOTEQNOAL TOV PBATIAE ETILXELQELV.

Avva Kopvnvn), Adeéag, Reinsch, D.R. — Kambylis, A. (eds), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin -
New York 2001), p. 254.91-4.

Nikephoros Melissenos' participation in the campaign against the Cumans:

KAAQG TOLVLV TAQAOCKEVATAEVOS TNG KATX TV Kopdvwy 0000 elxeto. &mav o0V T0 OTQATEVUA HETAKAAETAPEVOS KAl kKaTaAafwv
Vv AyxlaAov tov pev dov yapupeov kaiocaga Nikndogov tov MeAoonvov kai tov IaAaoAdyov Iecoyov kai Tov adeApdovv
avt® Twavvny tov Tagwvitny petame ippevog, eig Begdnv éxméumet éd’ @ EmayQumvelv kat AopaAetav avThg Te Kal TV
MaQAKELUEVWV avTh ToteloBay,...

Avva Kopvnvy, Adeiac, Reinsch, D.R. — Kambylis, A. (eds), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin —
New York 2001), p. 286.41-47.

The 12th century historian John Kinnamos describes the large estate of Melissenos in Dorylaeum:

évtabOa MeAloonvv mote kaloagt otkiat Te EEWKODOUNVTAL AAUTIOAL Kol KWpat TOAVAVOQwToLjoav Oeoua Te avTdpaTa kal
otoal kai mAvvol, kal 6oa avOwmoLc 1)doviv PpEQel, TadTa 1 6 XWEoS dpBova mageixev. dAAx TTégoal, Ommvika 1) kKaTd
Powpaiwv Axualev éxdoour), Tv te MOALV eig €dadoc PeBAnuévnv dvOowmwy EonNuUov MavTanaoty émeToNVTo Kol T THdE TdvTa

péxoLKal €Ml AemTOV TG TAAAL OEUVOTNTOG IPAVIoAV X VOG.

Iwdvvn Kivvapog, Entour), Meineke, A. (ed.), loannis Cinnami historiarum libri septem (Bonn 1836), pp. 294.21-295.5.
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Xpovoroylo
ca. 1045: Birth of Nikephoros Melissenos

prior to 1067: Nikephoros Melissenos is married to Eudokia Komnene
autumn of 1070: Nikephoros Melissenos is captured by the Seljuks

October 1077 - spring of 1078: Nikephoros Melissenos opposes the rebel Nikephoros Botaneiates. Presumable exile of Nikephoros
Melissenos to Kos

autumn of 1080: Rebellion of Nikephoros Melissenos in Asia Minor
February 1081: Nikephoros Melissenos is proclaimed emperor in Nicaea. Rebellion of Alexios Komnenos

March - April 1081: Nikephoros Melissenos sends an embassy to Alexios Komnenos. Compromise between the two rebels. Nikephoros
Melissenos receives the title of caesar

April 1081: End of the rebellion of Nikephoros Melissenos
1081-1091: Nikephoros Melissenos fights in the various campaigns of Alexios I Komnenos against the Normans and the Pechenegs

1094: Nikephoros Melissenos participates in a family council of the Komnenoi, in which he accuses John Komnenos, the nephew of the
emperor, of rebellion

November l?th, 1104: Death of Nikephoros Melissenos



