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[TepiAnyn :

A family of the military aristocracy, emerging at the end of the 10t century. Its members occupied a prominent place in the byzantine military
hierarchy. The second generation of the Dalassenoi was also given the chance to occupy the throne. Information regarding the family is available
up until the end of the 12" and the beginning of the 13th century. After 1204, the family losesits place in the upper layers of the byzantine society.

Kvpu [dtomta
Military officials

1. General

The Dalassenoi were a family of the military aristocracy, emerging at the end of the 10t century. Its members occupied a prominent
place in the byzantine military hierarchy. The second generation of the Daassenoi was a so given the chance to occupy the throne.
The Dalassenoi became related to the Doukes and the Komnenoi. Information regarding the Dalassenoi family is available up until the

end of the 12" and the beginning of the 13! century. After 1204, the family prestige is waning.

2. Descent of the Dalassenoi

According to Michael Psellos, the aristocratic family of the Dalassenoi came from Dalassa,! identified with Talas monastery, east of
Melitene.2 Their family name derives from that place name. Their ethnic origin is not clear. It is possible that they were afamily of

armenian descent, occupying byzantine offices.3 Their names, however, were not armenian.? During the 11th century, the Dalassenoi
were associated with the theme of Armeniakon, where family members occupied lands. Members of the Dalassenoi family were also
associated with the region of Antioch, serving in high military and administrative offices for many generations.

3. The emergence of the Dalassenoi (2nd half of the 10th —first decades of the 11th century)

The earliest evidence about the Dalassenoi dates back to the time of Basil || (976-1025), when certain family members were in
imperial service. Damianos, the patriarch of the Dalassenoi, is first mentioned in 995, when he was appointed of Antioch. He held
the office until 998, when he was killed in the battle of Apameiain Syria. It is known that Damianos had at least three sons:
Constantine, Theophylaktos and Romanos. More valid evidence about his sons can be found during the last years of Basil Il. Itis
believed, however, that they started their careers earlier, because they were among the combatants in the battle of Apameia.®
Constantine Dalassenos, like his father before him, was the dux of Antioch in 1024-1025, whereas Theophylaktos was appointed

of the theme of Anatolikon, the most important byzantine theme. The offices of the first Dalassenoi, mentioned at the time of
Basil 1l and Constantine V111 (1025-1028), were of military or administrative nature and were associated with the eastern part of the
empire, the region of the themes of Antioch, Anatolikon, Iberia and Vaspurakan.

The favor of the last male members of the macedonian dynasty towards the Dalassenoi manifested itself in 1028, when Constantine
VIl decided on his deathbed to designate Constantine Dalassenos as his successor to the throne. Although that decision
was later changed in favor of Romanos I11 Argyros (1028-1034), the fact that already the second generation of the Dalassenoi was
given the chance to ascend the throne attest to the rapidity of their ascent.

4. The conflict of the Dalassenoi with member s of the Paphlagonian dynasty

The prominence and the prestige of the Dalassenoi were confirmed at the time of Michael IV and Michael V, when the family
assumed the role of the main opponent of the new authority. It can be inferred that the central problem of the authority of Michael IV
and John Orphanotrophos, the emperor’s brother, was the attempt to neutralize the political opposition. Its |eader was Constantine
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Dalassenos, supported by his large family and others. Among his supporters were the future emperor Constantine Doukas, married to
the daughter of Constantine Dalassenos at the time,® and wealthy citizens of Asia Minor: Baianos, Goudeles and Probatas. Michael

Psellos mentions the favor of the populace of Constantinople towards Dalassenos.” It is also known that he was supported by the
most prominent citizens of Antioch, as a consequence of the prolonged presence of the Dalassenoi family in high-ranking offices at the
region. Michael IV himself, being of humble descent from Paphlagonia, had realized the socia prestige and the political power of the
Dalassenoi and had been forced to confront Constantine Dalassenos, first by attempting to convince him to stay loyal through
negotiations and the granting of dignities, then by taking measures against him, such as prosecution and incarceration of Constantine,
and finally (1038-1039) by prosecuting his brothers and other relatives. Those preemptive measures of Michael 1V were reinforced
by his successor Michael V: as soon as he assumed power (December 1041), he forced Constantine Dalassenos to become a

monk.8

The prestige of the Dalassenoi, however, at the time of the Paphlagonian dynasty led Constantine Dalassenos to challenge the imperial
throne for a second time in 1042. Following the dethronement of Michagl V (April 1042), the power was assumed by Zoe and her
sister Theodora. It quickly became obvious that the Empire needed an emperor and Zoe had to decide which nobleman to choose as
her third consecutive husband. Constantine Dalassenos was called to the palace and presented to Zoe. During their conversation, it

seemed to Zoe that he was a man of austere principles, so she chose Constantine IX Monomachos (1042-1055) instead.”

5. The Dalassenoi during the 2nd half of the 11th century

During the 2"d half of the 11" century, the Dalassenoi family enjoyed great prestige. The example of Anna Dalassene, the mother of
emperor Alexios | Komnenos (1081-1118) and the most notable female member of the family, is the most characteristic. Her father
was Alexios Charon, whereas her mother descended from Theophylaktos and Hadrian Dalassenos, brother and nephew of
Constantine Dalassenos respectively. Anna kept her mother’s family name, because it was more noted and prestigious. Thanks to her

marriage to John Komnenos, brother of Isaac | Komnenos, the Dalassenoi became relatives to the Komnenoi.X? During the 2" half
of the 11t century, an alliance of aristocratic families will be created around those two families. Anna Dalassene was the main
contributor to the creation of that alliance.1

Oneis able to follow the family tree of the Dalassenoi with no gaps until the time of Damianos, his sons and his descendants until the
mid-11t" century. From the next period, many people bearing the same family name have been attested, mainly through seals, but
their relationship to the family is hard to be accurately defined. The titles and the offices of the Dalassenoi during the 29 half of the
11t and the 12t century show that the family maintained its place in the hierarchy among the byzantine aristocratic families, and that

its members held military offices in most cases. Certain evidence also shows that after the mid-11t" century members of the
Dalassenoi family held offices in the European part of the Empire, such as Theodore Dalassenos, and dux of Thessa oniki

and Serresin 1062-1063,12 or Damianos Dalassenos, doux of Skopjein 1073.

6. The Dalassenoi during the Komnenoi dynasty

At the time of Alexios |, many members of the Dalassenoi family were active, the most prominent being Constantine Dalassenos, 2 a
relative of the Emperor and one of the most competent officials of the period. In “Alexias’, by Anna Komnene, his name is mentioned
aong with the office of 14 That member of the Dalassenoi family distinguished himself during the battles against

Tzacha at the end of the 11" century.

At the time of Alexios I, Constantine Dalassenos-Doukas was also active, and he is known through sigillographic evidence. His
mother descended from the Dalassenoi and his father from the Doukes, evidence that the Dalassenoi and the Doukes renewed their

family ties during the 29 half of the 11t century.

At the beginning of the 12t century, the Dalassenoi also renewed their family ties with the K omnenoi. John Rogeros or John
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Dalassenos, 1> whose mother descended from the Dalassenoi, was married to Maria, firstborn dauighter of emperor John |1
Komnenos. John Dalassenos was appointed ca. 1138.16 When Manuel | Komnenos assumed power (1143), caesar John
organized a conspiracy against the emperor. Following its suppression, he was not severely punished, just temporarily removed from
the capital.

7. The waning of the prestige of the Dalassenoi family in the 13th century

The Dalassenoi were considered a prominent family until the end of the 12t century. Their prestige, however, started waning at the
beginning of the 13! century. Following the fall of Constantinople during Crusade IV, the Dalassenoi finally lose their prestige as an
aristocratic family. 1’

1. Renauld, E. (ed.), Michel Psellos, Chronographie ou histoire d’ un siecle de Byzance (976-1077) 1 (Paris 1926), pp. 122.12.1-123.12.26; 2 (Paris
1928) 141.6.16-20.

2. Suggested by Adontz, N., “Notes Armeno-byzantines”, Byzantion 10 (1935), pp. 180-184. See also Hild, F. — Restle, M., Kappadokien
(Kappadokia, Charsianon, Sebasteia und Lykandos (TIB 2, Vienna 1981), p. 197, and Cheynet, J.-C., Etudes prosopogr aphiques (Paris 1986), p. 75.

3. The armenian origin of the Dalassenoi family is supported by Adontz, N., “Notes Armeno-byzantines”, Byzantion 10 (1935), and Charanis, P., The
Armeniansin the Byzantine Empire (Lisbon 1963), pp. 45-46. Kazhdan, A., Armjane v sostave gospodstvujuscego klassa vizantijskoj imperii XI-XI1 w.
(Yerevan 1975), pp. 93-93, presents that theory with reservation.

4. See Cheynet, J.-C., Etudes prosopographiques (Paris 1986), pp. 75-76.

5. According to the christian Arab Y ahya al-Antaki, the two sons of doux Damianos were captured during the battle of Apameia, taken to Cairo and
released in 1008, after 10 years. See also Canard, M., “L es sources arabes de I’ histoire byzantine aux confines des Xe et Xle siecles’, Revue des Etudes
Byzantines 19 (1961), pp. 299-300.

6. The daughter of Constantine Dalassenos, whose name remains unknown, was the first wife of the future emperor Constantine | Doukas (1059-1067).
She died without an heir. See Polemis, D., The Doukai. A Contribution to Byzantine Prosopography (University of London Historical Studies 22,
London 1968), p. 34.

7. Renauld, E. (ed.), Michel Psellos, Chronographie ou histoire d'un siecle de Byzance (976-1077) 1 (Paris 1926), pp. 122-123.

8. Michael Psellos mentions the incarceration of Constantine Dal assenos to a monastery. See Renauld, E. (ed.), Michel Psellos, Chronographie ou
histoire d’un siecle de Byzance (976-1077) 1 (Paris 1926), p. 123. On the other hand, Michael Attaliates mentions that Michael V Kalaphates rel eased
Dalassenos as soon as he assumed power: Bekker, I. (ed.), Michaelis Attaliotae Historia (Bonn 1853), p. 11.15-18.

9. Renauild, E. (ed.), Michel Psellos, Chronographie ou histoire d’un siecle de Byzance (976-1077) 1 (Paris 1926), p. 123. In contrast to Psellos,
according to whom Zoe had to choose among three candidates (Constantine Dal assenos, Constantine Artoklines or Constantine Monomachos), John
Skylitzes, the main source on Constantine Dal assenos, does not even mention him among the candidates for marrying Zoein 1042, see Thurn, |. (ed.),
loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin — New Y ork 1973), pp. 422-423.

10. Boptoc, K., H yeveaioyia twv Kouvyvev 1 (Thessaloniki 1984), p. 51, believes that the wedding took place in 1044.

11. Anna Dalassene managed to relate her family to the most prominent byzantine families of the 11™ century: the Doukes, the Melissenoi, the
Taronites, etc.

12. Theodore is mentioned in 1067 bearing the title of protonovelissimos, which is confusing, because the title of novelissimos up until
the time of Alexios I was granted to members of the imperial family or high officials. See Cheynet, J.-C., Etudes prosopographiques
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(Paris 1986), p. 91.

13. According to Anna Comnena, Constantine Dalassenos was a relative of Alexios I from his mother; see Reinsch, D.R. - Kambylis, A.
(ed.), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin — New York 2001), pp. 223.92-95.

14. Reinsch, D.R. — Kambylis, A. (ed.), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin — New Y ork 2001), pp. 261.1-2;
264.4-5.

15. Stiernon, L., “Notes de titulature et de prosopographie byzantines: a propos de trois membres de la famille Rogerios (XIle siecle)”,
Revue des Etudes Byzantines 22 (1964), pp. 185-187. See also Cheynet, J.-C., Etudes prosopographiques (Paris 1986), pp. 112-113.

16. John Rogeros or John Dalassenos was appointed kaisaras following the death of Nikephoros Bryennios (ca. 1138). See Cheynet, J.-C,,
Etudes prosopographiques (Paris 1986), p. 112 and note 129.

17. Prosopographisches Lexikon der Palaiol ogenzeit 3 (Vienna 1978), nr. 5035-5036.
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INwoocdp1o :

caesar

In the Roman Empire thetitle of Caesar was given to the Emperor. From the reign of Diocletian (284-305) on thistitle was conferred on the young co-
emperor. Thiswas also the highest title on the hierarchy of the Byzantine court. In the 8th c. thetitle of Caesar was usually given to the successor of
thethrone. Inthelate 11th c. this office was downgraded and from the 14th c. on it was mainly conferred on foreign princes.

doukas (lat. dux)
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Antiquity: Roman military commander who, in some provinces, combined military and civil functions.
Buzantium: ahigher military officer. From the second half of the 10th c. the title indicates the military comander of alarger district. After the 12th c.,
doukes were called the governors of small themes.

emir

(from Arabic amir) Emir meaning "commander" or "general", later also "prince". Also ahigh title of nobility or office in some Turkic historical states.
patrikios

(from lat. patricius) Higher title of honour, placed, according to the "Tactika" of the 9th and the 10th centuries, between anthypatos and

protospatharios. It was given to the most important governors and generals. Gradually, however, it fell into disuse and from the 12th
century did not exist any more.

proedros

A high office of the Byzantine court, first known under Nikephoros |1 Phokas. The responsibilities of the proedros are rather uncertain. In the 11th c.
the title was accorded oftenly, but it disapears after the 12th c. As an ecclesiastical office, proedros was equal to a metropolitan and was accorded to
the regent metropolitan of a bishopric or a metropolitan see, until the election of ahierarch there.

strategos ("general")

During the Roman period his duties were mainly political. Office of the Byzantine state’s provincial administration. At first the title was given to the
military and political administrator of the themes, namely of the big geographic and administrative unities of the Byzantine empire. Gradually thetitle
lost its power and, already in the 11th century, strategoi were turned to simple commanders of military units, responsible for the defence of aregion.

thal assokrator

A literary term that designates the duke or the katepano of the Byzantine fleet. He was a hagh-ranking official of the fleet, who was in
charge of operations and supervised the recruitment and the funding of the navy. The naval strategoi were his subordinates.
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[TopaBépata

John Skylitzes mentions Theophylaktos Dalassenos as an official under Emperor Basil 11 (ca. 1020)

o0 d¢ Bavatov tob Pwkd YvwoBévtos 1@ Bactdel méumetal OeopvAaktos 6 Aapavod to0 AaAaoconvov vidg, kal tov Ewdlay
oVAAaPBwV EkTEUTIELDEOULOV ElC TV PacAda RO TwAavvNV TOV TEWTOVOTAQLOV, OG €V Tf) VIIOw TOU AVTLYOVOL HOVAXOV AUTOV
amokelget.

Thurn, I. (ed.), loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 367.50-54.
Constantine Dalassenos almost ascends the throne

Evvatn d¢ NoeuBoiov unvog, tng dwdekAtng tvOKTIWVOG, &V ETel EEAKLOXIALOOTY TEVTIAKOOLOOTEH TOLAKOOTQ EBDOUW, AlPVLdiw

voow ANdOeic 6 Kwvotavtivog kal maga TV LTo@V ATayoQeLOEelg E0KETITETO, TIVa &V KATAALTIOL dLAdoXOoV TS PactAeiag. €doev
o0V avt@ 1oV natoikiov Kwvotavtivov tov Aadaconvov petaoteilacBal, katd tov AQpeviakov v 1@ diw oikw oxoAdlovia,
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Yaupeov te momoacOat i i twv Buyatéowv kal dvayopevoal BactAéa. kal dr) éumetal dEwv adTOV eDVOLXOE TIC TOV
TUOTIKWTATWYV, 0 Aeyopevog EQyodotns. omouvdn d¢ 1o Lupewv GLAlwg dakelévou meog Tov matoikiov Pwpavov tov Agyvoov,
abTn pév maewEAON N yvoun, kal otéAAetal Tig Tdxa ¢k PaciAéw &g Tov AaAaoonvdv, ékeioe TEOTUEVELY KeAeDOVTOC AVTOV, 67N
av 1) yoadn) kataAnntat, dyetar d¢ 6 ‘Pwuavog & 1 facideia.

Thurn, I. (ed.), loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 373.15-374.26.
Constantine Dlassenos takes part to the campaign of Romanos 111 Argyros in Syria

tote On kat Kwvotavtivog matoikiog 6 Aadaoonvog éxmeudOeic avarkodal tovg Emeppaivoviag kat AvOQIKOV TL KAl YEVVAIoV
dampaaoBat, Kal TOVTOG CUUTAAKELS Kol AKOOUWS PUYWV HEYAANG OLYXVOEWS kKal Tapaxns T ‘Pwpaiwv évémAnoe kat Tov
Baotéa avtov. EmaveABOVTOS Yo avToL Te00QURTLUEVOL KAl TO OTEATOTEDOV ATIAV TAQAXNG EUPOQNOAVTOS Kl AKOOHING, OUKETL

a

oL Aotmod Adyog paxns étvyxavev, aAA” €kaoTog, we ) duVATOV 1V, TV EAVTOD EMEAYUATEVETO OWTNQLAV.
Thurn, I. (ed.), loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin — New York 1973), p. 381.8-15.
John Skylitzes on the reaction of Constantine Dalassenos to Michael 1V's ascent on the throne

TAVTA O& T EVOOV KATAOTIOAUEVOS YOAUUATA KATA TTAOT|G EKTEUTIEL TG OIKOLUEVNS, YVWEILOVTA TOIG TR0V, WG &l peV
Popavog 6 Baoidebe 10 PuoKOV ATodedwKWS X0£€0G, dvnyogevtat d¢ 0 MixanA &t Lwvtog €xelvou Kal EmITEETOVTOS, Kal i)
BaoAidL ovlevyvuTal mEOg &meQ MAVTEG HEV DTLEKALVOVTO ol dAAOL Kal O 0PV GWVG TOV VEOV EueydAvvov BaotAéa. povog
d¢ Kwvotavtivog matoikiog 6 AaAaoonvog, oikade diatoifwv, 0UK NVEYKE TOAWGS TV AKOTV, AAAX kKAl ATtedLOTETNOE TIQOG TX
dnulopeva kat dx Davuatog Nye, g MAeioTwv Ayadv dviwv AvOowV &€ olkwv AapTE@YV Kol €MLOT|LoV YEVOUG Xudaiog Kol
TOLWPROALUATOC AVOQWTIOS TWV AAAWV TTEOTETIUNTO TAVTWYV Kol deoTOTNG Kol BactAelg dvnyoevTo. ToUTo d¢ muOouEVOS O
Twdvvng enANoOn pév, ws eikdc, OoUPOL Kal TARAXTG, EHeAéTa OE KAl E0KEMTETO, TTWS AV KAl TOVOE TOV AvOQA UTIO TV £éXVTOD
Oelto ooy vnv. Kol d1) 0TéAAETAL TTROS AVTOV €1G TV €VVOVXWV O Aeyopevog EQyodotng, émitrdelog UMNEETELY &lg T TOLoUTA, €’ @
Ookovg dovval te Kal Aafelv kal Ayayelv TOV avdoa €6 PactAéa.

Thurn, I. (ed.), loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin — New York 1973), p. 392.25-393.41.
The temporary reconciliation between Constantine Dalassenos and Michael 1V, described in John Skylitzes's Chronicle

Aot ¢ tov EQyoddtov meog 1oV AdAaconvov APKopEVOL, TLOTEDOAL HEV 0VTOG TOLG GQKOLS Kal OUV aUTQ ATEADELV €V T
Bulavtie ovk 10éAN0ev, TV Tiva d¢ méupag moToTATwY LT 60KOVGS Te ATTnoe puellovag Tob ur) Tt tadelv xaAemov, kat
ameABelv émnyyeidarto. méumnetat toivuv Kwvotavtivog 6 @ayitlng evvovxog, dvOowmnog IMapAaywv kal cvuvrOng t@ PaociAel, ta
Te Tipta Emaydpuevog EVAX Kal TO AYLoV EKpayelov Kal TV meog ADYaQoV dL0YQadov €MOTOAT|V TOD KLQIOL KAl OWTNQOG TUWV
Tnoov Xototo kal eikova TN vtegayiag BeotoKovL. 0 dmeABwV Kal 6pKrovg T Kwvotavtivw dovg kat Aafav, égxetat pet’ avTo
€lg 10 BuCavtiov. EABOVTa 8¢ TovTOV PLAoPEOVWE O PaciAevg DTedéEato, Kal avOvmatov Tiunoag kat dwoLs peyiotolg
de&LwoapEVOS AVETWGS Kal ade@S TMEOTETAEE dLAYELY €V T OVTL kata Tt Kbpov olikw avTov.

Thurn, I. (ed.), loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin — New York 1973), p. 393.58-394.69.
The events that led to the exile of Constantine Dalassenos and his relatives (1034), related by John Skylitzes

MixanA 8¢ 6 BactAele VO Te TG dALUOVIOV VOTOU €lQYOUEVOS, KAl AAAWG TTEOG HETaXElONOLY TOAYHATWV VWOQOS TIC WV Kal
AUPAUG, oxNua pev gixe TS Pactdeiag kai Ovoua, 1) 0¢ TV TEAYHUATWY EVEQYELX ATIACK TTOALTIKWV TE KAL OTQATIWTIKWY €V TALG
x€00ov v 1oL Twdvvou. eVOVE 00V mpoxepiletat Niktav Tov éavtol adeAdov dovka Avtioxelag, Ov ameAbdvia eloeABelv év )
TOAEL OV OLVEXWENOAV OL AVTIOXEILC. TTQO UIKQOD Y HoQoAdYOE Tig, ZaAifag thv mpoonyogiav, Ta Kat adtovg EMITETQOUUEVOS
Kl Bagéwg Toic AvOQWTOLG EMEVNVEYUEVOS KTEIVETAL TAQMX TOL DOV TV AVTIoXEwV. DX 0DV TOV TOUTOL GOVoV, (va ur| TLkal
avikeotov maBwaot dedldtes ot Avtioxels, amékAeioav 1@ Niknta v e{0odov. 60koLs d¢ TOUTOV TOTWOAREVOD, WG AUVIOTiOo
KAKQV aVTOIG E0eTal, Kol 00dEV 0VdELS TteloeTal AXaQL dux TOV o0 LZaAiBa ¢Ovov, ovyxwEovoL TV elocodov. 6 0 Thg TOAews
EMEANUUEVOS KAl KUOLOG TV TIOAYHATWY YEVOUEVOGS, OALYa T) 0VOEV TV 6QKWV GEOVTIOAS, AUPL HEV TOVG EKATOV AVOQAG
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ATEKTELVEV ATIOTERWV TE KAl AvaokoAomioag, évdeka d& ToLg oL XovTag CapmAoUTOUS dvdoas katl Yével Teoupavels deopevoag,
@V kopudaiog Nv 0 mateikiog EAmidiog, deopiovg éxméumet meog 1o Bulavtiov, yoapag t¢ adeAp@ Twdvvr, pur dix Tov Tob ZaAiPa
dOVOV KwALON VAL AVTE TNV £lg TV TOALY £l00d0V, AAAX DL TV €lg TOV AadAaoon VOV eDVOLAV. TODTO THG TTQOATIOKELUEVTS
vrovolag katd oL AaAaconvo 1@ Twdvvr Ldmugov éyeydvel kal eig TVEOOV AVTITETO. Kal eVOVS dyetal eig Ta Pacideix, kai
KATA TNV TO(TNV T0D ADYOVOTOL UNVOC TS deVTEQAS IVIIKTIWVOS ¢V ) vijow TTAATH meglopiletal. BaAAetar 8¢ kal év Tivi TOQYw O
£t Ouyatol yauBeoc avtod Kwvotavtivog 6 Aovkag, 8timeg émeoato v adikiav Kal TNy nagdBaotv twv 6okwv éENAeyye kal
oV B0V EuaQTLEeTo. EMABoV dE Ol aLTOV Kal avdEs TEEIS TV €k NS Mucoac Aolag evyevels kal mAovotot, 6 TovdéAng, 6 Baiavog
Kkat 0 Aeyopevog IToopatag, dnuevdeiong g ovoiag avt@v kat Kwvotavtivw t¢ tod Baciréwe apoolodelong adeAd@. tote Katl
LUHE@V TEWTORBEOTIAQLOG, O TV OepamdvTwy ToL BaociAéwe eic Kwvotavtivov, 6Ti un 110éokeTo Toic dowHévols, ARAAX TNV eic TOV
Aadaoonvov adikilav €meBoato kal TV TV 0okwv ABEtnoy TV Bacteiwy, dwketat kal s MOAewg, kKav T OAVUTIW
YEVOUEVOG TNV KOOULKNV &TEDETO TOIXA, KAQELS €V TG T aLTOL veoLEYNOEVTL HovaoTnelw.

Thurn, I. (ed.), loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin — New York 1973), p. 395.95-396.32.
John Skylitzes mentions John Orphanotrophos's obsession with Constantine Dalassenos

negawBévteg d¢ kat tov Toteov ot ITatlivakat maoav éAnioavto v Muoiav dxot @cooadovikng, kal 1 v Adowv Aol Tog
KvukAddag ov pkodg EAvprvavto. v ovdeptia poovtic v 1@ Twavvn, povny ' éupovov aoxoAiav eixev, 6mtws av 6 AaAaoonvog
AOPAAQGC TNOETTO, Kal pT) TAG aVTOD AdB0L dLAdEAS TAEKTAVAG. KAl dTa HeTAyaywV Ao g vijoov ITA&TNG avtov moeyw
kaBelpyvuvov dopaAel, Emotoas avtq GEOVEOVS OUK AYEVVEILG.

Thurn, I. (ed.), loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 397.43-49.
John Skylitzes on the persecution of the Dalassenoi by John Orphanotrophos

T de ,Coul’ Etet, ivdtiwvog EBdOUNG, émiteivawy TO TEOG TOV AaAaconvov éx0oc 6 Twavvng Oregogilet kail OcodpvAakTov
MATOIKLOV TOV aUTOD AdeAPIV, Kal TOV €TeQOV AdEAPOV avTOD TOV mMaTiklov ‘Pwpaviv, kot AdoLavov Tov avePlov adT@V Kat Tovg
AOLTTOVG TOUE KATK YEVOS abT® €yYilovTag. éomevde Yo ddpavioal o Yévog avTov.

Thurn, I. (ed.), loannis Scylitzae Synopsis Historiarum (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 5, Berlin - New York 1973), p. 404.50-54.
Michael V Kalaphates sets Constantine Dlassenos free (1041)

KAt v O v émiL pHEV TG TEOTEQAGS DX YWYNS KAKLLOUEVOGS KAl TOIG EMALVETWS TOALTEVOREVOLG T CUVATITOUEVOG, £TTL OE TG
Bao\kng avaPaoews kat Alav Eykwpalopevog Te kal 0eVUVOHEVOG, ol PLAOTIHWS GOTL TEWTOV DTTIEQ TOVG TTEO AVTOD
Bepaocirevkdtag ) cLYKANTW KAl TOIC AAAOLS TEOTPEQEOHUEVOS DTINKOOLS, KAl TLHALS TteQLBAEMTOLS Katl aédpuaot mAglotovg 6oovg
Katayeoaiowv, kat v evvopiav, elmep tic AAA0G, 0ToLdALWV AveYeBNVAL KAl TV ADKOVUEVWV EKDIKNTNG avapatvopevog
ATIAQALTNTOG, KAL DIKALOTVVIV TAV AAAWV ATIAVTWV DTTEQAIQWYV KAl TQOTLUWLEVOG. EEYAYE YAQ KAl TS X00Viag GPQOVEAS TOV Te
Kwvotavtivov €éketvov tov Aadaconviov, wg Dmomtov mept ¢ Bactdeiag év miQyw anokAelofévta mapa ToL Beiov avToy,...

Bekker, I. (ed.), Michaelis Attaliotae Historia (CSHB, Bonn 1853), p. 11.5-18.
Michael Psellos comments on the moral character of Constantine Dalassenos

"Hv d¢ T1g avno TO TVIKADTA HETA TWV AAAWY, KAl TO 100G 0UK AAAOG, © TATOLS HEV 1) AdAaooa, xwolov Emonuotatoy,
Kwvotavtivog d¢ tovvopa, WoTeQ €6 AQXIKOV OYKOV MTAQECKEVATHEVOS TAQX TG PVOEWS’ 0VTW YAQ deKAETNG EyeYOVEL KALT
1N TOUTOV €16 TNV KQEITTW 1)0eV DTOANPLY €dedoikeTay YOUV TOV &vOQa OL PACIAEDOVTES KAl TTAVTEG AVTE TNV €l TX Pacidex
nogeiav amépoattov, 0 ¢ ye ITadAaywv MixanA kat katakAeioag elxev, ov HAAAOV EkeVOV DedLWG T) TOUS TTOAAOVG €’ avTQ!
0001 Yap 1 TIOALS €yeydvel DODOA TOV GVIOQ KAl HETEWQLOTO WG AVTKA TL UTTEQ ALTOL dampaovoa: AAA’ O Hev év poovoiw
kaBeipfac EPpvAattev: 0 dé ye et Ekelvov Pactdevoag avelog, OHOD Te Tols PactAkols Bodvolg éYkabdevon kat ofevviet
ToUTW TV TS BATAeiag VTOANY LV peTaoxnuatiCel Yag avt@ TV TeQBOANV Kat et TV HeAapdoQovvTwV l0Td, oU) WG eDVOUG
oVUPPElwv Be@, AAA WG dVOVOUE ATIA YWV TOV DTTOVOOUUEVOL OKOTIOD &AA” O pév éateQye TV PuxTV, 0 d¢ KALQOG TOUTOV EKAAEL
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TQOG TNV AQXNV, KAl elxe TOD TO oxNHa peTafalely Eyye 10 mapdderyua: 1) yaQ Pactdic 10 mowtov maboboa émemomkel TO
devTeQOV" KAl TEONXON T Ty €7 AAAO TL HeTakeKANUEVOS ATTOTOUWTEQOV D& TOIC AGYOLS XONOAHUEVOS KAL YEVVALOTEQWV
evOvpnudtwv mepl ¢ Paocideiag dpduevog, kat undév T Tov yevvaiov kabvdeic Ajuatog, duoyxepéoteog Toic ToAAoLS €dote kal
0 N00¢ PavTEQOS, KAl TV TEOTdOKIWYV &TwoOn tontTevOeic.

Renauld, E. (ed.), Michel Psellos, Chronographie ou histoire d’un siécle de Byzance (976-1077) 1 (Paris 1926), p- 122.12.1-123.12.26.
Michael Psellos on the first wife of Constantine X Doukas, the daughter of Constantine Dalassenos

yuvaika d¢ yipac kat yévet meoupavi) (Kwvotavtivov yag v maig €keivov, Ov o pév xwolov 11 AdAacoa 1veykev, 1) 0€ Owun
VT X0V TG OLKOVHEVTG EKTOLEE) Kl KAAAEL DLATIQETT), CWPQOTVVT) TOV BloV EKOOUTOEV.

Renauld, E. (ed.), Michel Psellos, Chronographie ou histoire d’un siécle de Byzance (976-1077) 2 (Paris 1928), p- 141.6.16-20.
The historian Nikephoros Bryennios relates the descent of Anna Dalassene

0 0¢ Twdavvng 0 o0 Xdowvog AAe&lov, @ ta kata v TtaAlav ék PaciAéws éykexelQLoTo TEAYHATA, AVIQOS POEVHQOVG Kal
vouveXODS Katl TNV xelpa Yevvailov Kal TV Yuxtv 0apoaAéov, @ Kal to EMWVUHOV £k TG AV KEKATIQWTO® TOV TLVA YAQ TV
Evavtiov Paiwv émel vekQov amodédetxe, Xapwv évtevBev émwvouaodn. Tovtov v Buyatéoa yrjpag 6 Twavvng Avvav eig
AaAaoonvolg 0 Yévog untedBev avéAkovoav Tovg AdoLavolg €kelvoug kat Tovg @eoPLAAKTOUS, TaldwV aplotwv amedavon
Q.

Gautier, P. (ed.), Nicéphore Bryennios, Histoire (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 9, Bruxelles 1975), p. 77.13-20.
Anna Comnena praises her grandmother Anna Dalassene

todta T g AAe&iov Baotdelag mpooipar 00 YAQ TG AVTOKQATOQX TOVTOV ELKOTWS TO Y€ VOV OVOHATELE THS AVTOKQATOQOG
TMEQLWTING ATIAE ATIOKANQWOeloNG Q" AVTOV T UNTEL. AAAOG HEV 0DV VOUOLS EYKWULATTIKOLS DTeikwV matoida s Bavuaoiag
€Kelvng UNTEOS Ematveltw Kal Yévog meog AdoLavoug €kelvoug ToUg AaAaconvols avadeQOpeVoV kal XAowvag Kat T meA&yet
TV KAt €kelvoug MOOTEQNUATWV EMAPLETW TOV AGYOV, EHoL d¢ loToglav EVYYEadoVOT 0VK €K YEVOUG Kal AlATog TTQOOHKEL
TavTV Xaeakteilewy, RAA" €K TOOTIOL KAl &QETNS Kal ToUTwV, 0TdooV O NS totopiag voTiBetatL Adyoc. tva Yoo mEOg ékeivnv
émavadgapovpat kat avog, afiwpa pev odv HéYLoToV avTi) OV YUVAIK@OV HOVOV, XAAAX kal d0évwVv kaOiotato Kat kdopog g
avOowmnivng pUoewes. TV d¢ mept Tt Bacidela Yovatkwvitv mavtanaot dtepBoguiav, EEGtov 6 MOVOpdX0G €KEIVOS TO TG
Baodeiag dvedjoato kOATOG, Kal eig €QwTac AAGYoULG dmokAlvaoay Kal Héxot TN BaotAeiag TOVUOD TATEOC €7t TO BEATIOV
AAAowwoaoa eig KOOUOV EMALVOVUEVOV HETHVEYKE.

Reinsch, D.R. - Kambylis, A. (ed.), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin - New York 2001), p.
105.55-70.

Alexios | Komnenos appoints his relative Constantine Dalassenos head of the navy

oL ovuPdvtog d¢ T Kaotapovitn 6 facidele €v eidoetl yevopevog €tegov éEomAilet 0toAoV émotioag dovKa TOVTOL
Kowvotavtivov 1ov AaAdaconvéov, avdoa HaXH@OTAToV Kat Pnteodev Tovtw mpoonikova. 66 kata v fova th¢ Xiov yevouevog
TAQAXON LA TNG TOV KAOTOOL TTOALOQKIAG €lXeTO EKOVUWE HaxOHEVOS Kal OTEVdWYV TNV TOALY EAELV OO ToL TOV Tlaxav amo g

Zuvovng kataAafetv.

Reinsch, D.R. - Kambylis, A. (ed.), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin - New York 2001), p.
223.92-3.

Anna Komnena relates how Constantine Dalassenos confronted emir Tzacha

€voow d¢ tavta Eyiveto, 0 AaAaoonvog Kwvotavtivog 0aAacookgAtwe Tvikadta @V Kol Umw EPOaKwe, Kata T evieTaApuéva
TP TOL AOUKQ €16 AKQWTNELOV TL TAG VADS TEOO0QUIoAG, éTtel tavTa pepadnkol, EABwv NnElov Tov Aovkav mapaxwenOnvali ot
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peta tov TCaxa ovvapoar moAepov. 6 & TOV TEOYeYyoVOTa EDAABOVHEVOC GOKOV AVEPBAAETO TéWS' 0 O& AaAAoONVOG EVEKELTO AéywV
WG «OU UEV OUWHOKAG, EYW O 0V TTAQNV, Kol 0L HEV THoeL &g D€dwrag TOTES AQOAYELS, YW O pUrTe MA@V UNT OUWHOKWS U TE TL
TV OLVIOEAVTWV AUPOLV YIVOOKWV EMATOdVOOUAL TTROG TOV KATd To TCaxa moAepov». émel d’ 6 TCaxag ta moupvro AVoag we
elxe katevOL ZUVEVNG TOV ATIOTTAOLY €TIOLELTO, KATAAAUPBAVEL TODTOV O AAARCONVOS OATTOV 1) AGYO0G KAl TTAQAX QT LA TTROOBAAWY
€diwkev. AAAX kal 6 Aovkag T0 €mtiAoLtov ToL vauTucoD o0 TCaxa AVov T mEUUVRoLa EPOAKWS KATEOXE LEV TAG VADG Kal TG
BaoPaoikng XeL0G TOUG DOQLAAWTOVE ATIAVTAG KL TOUG €V aVTOLS DETUWTAG ALY UAAWTOVE £0QVOATO. O & AAAOOTVOG TTOAAX
TV to0 TCax& ANoTEK@V TAOIWV KATATXWV TOUG EVOVTAG OLV aVTOLG £0£Tals avaleloBal magekeAeveTo. TaXa O Av Kol O
TCaxac avtog EéaxAdKet, el Ut TAvVoDEYOS @V Kal TO PEAAOV DPORWIEVOS ELG EV TWV KOLVPOTEQWY AKATIWV HETAPAG DL TO
AvOTOTITOV d1e0wWON AaBwv* 0ToXAlOLEVOS YOO TOD CLUTEOOVTOS AVTQ €K TG 1)Tteigov ToOVEKOVE TTAQEOKEVAKEL ELG TL AKQWTI)QLOV
oTavaLkal 00V, LEXOLS av 1) TNV ZUvEvny AKvOUVWS avTog KATAAAPT) 1) TOAEHIOLS TTEQLTUXWYV TTROC AVTOVG TNV VAUV £E0Quion)
kaOameQ eig TLkENOPUYETOV. KAl dT) TOD OKOTOD 0VK NOTOXEL, AAA" EKKEL TV VAUV TIQOCOQUIOAG LETX TQV ATIEKOEXOUEVWY AVTOV
TovpkwV évwBelc we MEOS ZIvEVNV QXETO, Kal dn kal tavtnV KatéAaBev, 0 0&¢ AaAaoonvog VIKN TG VTOOTEEPAG EVODTAL TQ)
peyadw dovki. kat 6 Aovkag ta kata v MutiAvnyv dopaAiodpevog, émet kal O Aadaoonvog ékellev Oméotee, TOD QWUATKOD
0TOAOL MOAD péQog AdeAdUEVOS Kata TV Taa ToL Tlaxa katexopévwv (kal yag ikavag épOaoce vrjoovg xelpwoaodat)
eEaméotelde, Kal €€ EmdQOUNG TV Te ZAUOV KAl Tivag AAAAS VIJOOUS KATAOXWV EMAVEQXETAL TTROG TV PactAevovoay.

Reinsch, D.R. — Kambylis, A. (ed.), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin - New York 2001), p. 261.1-
31.

The expedition of Constantine Dalassenos against emir Tzachas
TADTA PEPAONKWS 0 AVTOKQATWE OVK AVETUTTEV OIS 00 AveBAAAETO, AAA" €k BaA&TTNG Kol 1)Ttelgov €0Ttevde TOVTOV
kataywvicaoBat tov pev oov Kwvotavtivov tov AaAdaoconvov 0aAacookQAtoga TROXEQLOAEVOS TNVIKADTA HETX TOD VAVTLKOD

navtog eEémepe kata tov TCaxa,...

Reinsch, D.R. — Kambylis, A. (ed.), Annae Comnenae Alexias (Corpus Fontium Historiae Byzantinae 40, Berlin - New York 2001), p. 264.2-
6.

Xpovoroylo

End of the 10" century: emergence of the Dalassenoi family

995-998: Damianos Dalassenos, patriarch of the family, serves as doux of Antioch
1024/1025: Constantine Dalassenos, son of Damianos, is appointed doux of Antioch

1028: Constantine VIII decides to marry Constantine Dalassenos to Zoe and appoint him successor to the throne but changes his
decision in favor of Romanos Argyros

1030: Constantine Dalassenos takes part in the campaign of emperor Romanos III Argyros to Syria
1034: exile and incarceration of Constantine Dalassenos by John Orphanotrophos

1038/1039: systematic prosecutions of members of the Dalassenoi family by John Orphanotrophos
1041: Michael V Kalaphates forces Constantine Dalassenos to become a monk

1042: Constantine Dalassenos is a candidate for the imperial throne for a second time but empress Zoe finally chooses Constantine
Monomachos

1%t half of the 11" centu ry: The Dalassenoi become relatives to the families of the Doukes and Komnenoi
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1062-1063: Theodore Dalassenos is mentioned as proedros and doux of Thessaloniki and Serres
1073: Damianos Dalassenos is mentioned as doux of Skopje

1090- ca. 1093: Constantine Dalassenos, a relative of emperor Alexios I, fights against emir Tzacha as the commander of the naval
forces of the empire

Beginning of the 12" century: The Dalassenoi renew their family bonds with the Komnenoi dynasty
ca. 1138: John Dalassenos bears the title of kaisaras

1143: Conspiracy of John Rogeros against Manuel I Komnenos

Beginning of the 13 century: The prestige of the Dalassenoi family begins to wane

Bon6. Katdroyot

A list of prominent members of the family:

Damianos Dalassenos:

an

Patriarch of the family, he lived during the 2™ half of the 10t century. He was doux of Antioch. He was killed in the battle of Apameia

(998).

Constantine Dalassenos:

Eldest son of the former, he lived at the end of the 10" and the 1t half of the 11" century. He died in 1042. He was a candidate for the
imperial throne twice —in 1028 and in 1042.

Theophylaktos Dalassenos:

Son of Damianos, he lived in the 15t half of the 111 century. He too was doux of Antioch.

Romanos Dalassenos:
Son of Damianos, he lived in the 15t half of the 111 century. He was katepano of Iberia.

Theodore Dalassenos:
Doux of Thessaloniki and Serres in 1062-1063.

Damianos Dalassenos:
Doux of Skopje in 1073.

Hadrian Dalassenos:
Nephew of Constantine, Theophylaktos and Romanos Dalassenos. He was imprisoned in 1038-1039 by John Orphanotrophos.

Anna Dallassene:
Granddaughter of the former from her mother. Mother of emperor Alexios I Komnenos. She was born ca. 1030 — she died in 1101-1102.

Constantine Dalassenos:

He lived in the 2" half of the 11" century. One of the most competent naval commanders and a relative of Alexios I Komnenos. He
shined during the battles against Tzacha, the emir of Smyrna.

Constantine Dalassenos Doukas:
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He lived at the end of the 11" and the beginning of the 12t century.

John Rogeros Dalassenos:

He lived in the 1% half of the 12" century. He was married to the daughter of the emperor John II Komnenos ca. 1138 and was
appointed caesar. He conspired against Manuel I Komnenos ca. 1143.

Theodore Dalassenos:
He is mentioned as a judge in 1196. He bore the title of sebastos.



