IAPYMA MEIZONOX EAAHNIZMOY

Authoring :
(30/9/2008)
For citation :

<http://www.ehw.gr/l.aspx?id=10701>

Summary :

Anchialos was atown in the West Pontic area. It was originally inhabited by both Greeks and Thracians. The city flourished in the Roman period
and was visited by Emperor Septimius Severus (209/211).

Other Names

Pomorie (modern)
Geographical Location
Black Sea

Historical Region

Thrace

1. Anthropogeography

Anchialos (modern Pomorie) was a settlement in the west Pontic area, situated on the Pomorie peninsula on the
northwestern shore of today’s Burgas Gulf. To the NW of the peninsula lies a waste field and the firth salt lake. There,
in the locality of Paleocastro, the remains of the Roman and Medieval settlements were found, as well as a few finds
from the Hellenistic period. It is believed that the pre-Roman settlement is nowadays under the sea in the vicinity of the
Krotyrion promontory.l

The etymology of the name Anchialos is disputable. It probably derives from the Greek words &yx1- (near) and &Ag
(salt, sea) either because of the saltern nearby or simply as a poetic name for the settlement near the sea.? The Old
Bulgarians called it Tuthon/Tohun but the majority of the transcriptions are closer to the original name.3 In 1934

Anchialos was renamed to Pomorie.*

Anchialos was founded by Apollonians as an in the 5 or 4th century BC, but there are no traces from this

phase of the settlement.® A Thracian settlement was found in the vicinity dating from the 8™ 7" and the 51 - 3t

centuries BC.% At the beginning, Anchialos was inhabited by both Greeks and Thracians. During the Roman period,
people from Asia Minor, Syria and Egypt settled there, and some of the native citizens obtained Roman civil rights.7
Bulgarian settlers came to Anchialos after the conquest of the city by the Bulgarian Kingdom (812 A.D.). During the
Ottoman period, Turkish families (Muslims) lived in Anchialos, but their number was insignificant in relation to the

Christian families (Greek and Bulgarian).8 Some Yuruk and Tatar communities also lived in the area.’

2. History

The first testimony to Anchialos was made by Strabo and relates to its foundation as a polichnion (small town) of the
Apollonians,lo There are not many records concerning the early history of Anchialos.™! The honorary decree of the

Apollonians to Hegesagoros, son of Monimos from Histria, attests to the war between Apollonia and Mesembria over
)12

the phrourion of Anchialos (2™ century BC)™. During the war the city-wall was ruined, but the Apollonians re-

conquered Anchialos.®® Another epigraphic source attests that in the late 1°' century BC Anchialos was the see of a
strategy, the being the Thracian Apollonios, son of Eptaikentos.14 Emperor Trajan (98-117) proclaimed
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Anchialos as a city with its own B

The city flourished in the Roman period and was visited by Emperor Septimius Severus (209/211) and probably by

Diocletian (294).%6 Barbarian invasions after the mid 3" d century affected Anchialos. The city was attacked by Goths

(ca. 270)* and captured by Avars (584) who stayed there and negotiated terms with the Byzantine ernperor.18 The city
was a military base during subsequent Byzantine campaigns against the Avars and Slavs (585 and 591) and the newly
created Bulgarian Kingdom (708, 763 and 766).1° Anchialos was included in the territory of the Bulgarian Kingdom in

812 after the victory of Chan Krum? over Emperor Nicephoros 1.2

In the next centuries, it was conquered consecutively by the Byzantine Empire (864, 971, 1263, 1330) and the Bulgarian
Kingdom (894, 1201, 1304, 1331).?? The city was captured by count Amadeus VI of Savoya in 1366 and it was given
back to Byzantium a year later.?® After the Ottoman occupation of the Balkans, Anchialos remained Byzantine until
1453 when Sultan Mehmed II conquered Constaninople. In the course of the Russian-Ottoman War from 1877-1878
resulting in the liberation of Bulgaria, Anchialos was occupied by the Russian army.

3. Economy

Three natural factors were important for Anchialos’s economy: a) the firth, where at least in the Middle Ages was a

working saltern,?* b) the waste field, useful for agriculture, and especially for viticulture, and c) the harbour, where the

local-produced goods were exported and foreign ones were imported.25

In Roman times, Anchialos minted bronze coins during the period from the reign of Antoninos Pius (138-161) to that of
Gordianus III (238-244).

4. Society-Institutions

According to available information, there were phylai, a demos and a boule in the Roman period.?®

5. Religion

The only evidence about religion is a dedication to Sarapis and Isis.?” The temples of Sarapis and Concordia could be
seen on the coins from the time of Septimius Severus (193-211), Maximin (235-238) and Gordian III (238-244).28 During

the Middle Ages, Anchialos was the seat of a bishopric, and until the 18th _ 19th century the church was the most
important educational institution.

6. Urban planning and Architecture
Nothing is known about pre-Roman Anchialos but it is likely that the city was fortified and covered an area of

approximately 120 ha.?’ The streets were paved with stone-blocks, and were furnished with canals for rainwater.% The

city walls were probably rebuilt in the course of Justinian I's building programme.?’l

The cemetery is located to the west and north-west of the city. A rich female grave dating to the 1°' century BC — 1°*
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century AD with gold jewelry was found.® Another unusual find is the beehive tomb with a hollow column in the
chamber’s center and five niches on the walls.*®
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Glossary :
chora, the

The agricultural land (including villages and land-plots) belonging to a polis. It was bounded with the polis on an administrative and
economic basis.

emporion, the

Places where trade was conducted, usually small settlements of urban character on the borders or along the coasts and the commercial routes. With
the same term are characterized the trade districts, the markets outside the walls of a city and/or settlements being themselves trade centers.

strategos ("general")
During the Roman period his duties were mainly political. Office of the Byzantine state’s provincial administration. At first the title was given to the

military and political administrator of the themes, namely of the big geographic and administrative unities of the Byzantine empire. Gradually thetitle
lost its power and, already in the 11th century, strategoi were turned to simple commanders of military units, responsible for the defence of aregion.



